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The Corperation for Supportive Housing respectfully submits the below testimony to the State of Connecticut Appropriations
Committee in support of the recommendations presented in the Report of the Interagency Council on Affordable Housing
regarding the Department of Housing. Specificalty, CSH applauds the Coundil in the following recommendations:

¢  The inclusion of ending homelessness as a priority and in the mission statement of the department;

® The recommendation to establish a both Supportive Housmg Director position and a Research and Innovation position
with in the new Department and

o The ahgm_ng of resources, particularly the State Rental Assistance Program vouchers into the Department of Housing.

These recommendaﬁons are tremendous step in reducing barriers to housihg for vulnerable individuals and famﬂie’s'in CT. We
applaud the Council in its attempt to both expand access to affordable housmg as Well as to ahgn fundmg steams to facilitate the
development of affor dable housmg in CT.

As you know, Connecticut is a national leader in supportive housing. With more than 4,000 units of supportive housing in CT,
we have the kind of public investment and interagency collaboration that is the envy of other states. However, there is still
much work to be done in ending homelessness. By including a supportive housing position in the Housing Department, CT is
solidifying its commitment to supportive housing as a solution to end homelessness and meeting the needs of some of CT’s
-most valnerable individuals. It is only through this type of commitment that we can ensure that CT will continue to develop
the amount of supportive housing needed to get the job of ending homelessness done. '

Supportive housing requires interagency collaboration. It is developed through the strategic combination of capital, operating
and services funding. The Supportive Housing Director will serve as a boundary spanner between the multiple systems,
financing, subsidy and services that need to work together in order to maintain a supportive housing pipeline to meet demand
in CT: By solidifying this position in the newrdepartment, Connecticut will reduce overlap, reduce costs while maximizing
impact. The Director will facilitate a shared vision and priorities between agencies (populations, housing types, service
models); be able to ensure that specific resources are committed to achieve priorities; coordinate programs and resources
{federal, state, local, bonds, grants, subsidies, etc) related to SH; and ensure access to housing for most vulnerable and poorest

. popu.lattons

Furthermore, by including a position within the Department to oversee research and innovation, the Department will ensure
the most effective utilization of current resources as well as open opportunities to access federal and philanthophic resources to
advance the work and mission of the Department. The role of this position will be to work with the Commissioner, the
Interagency Committee and other stakeholders in order to define data and research needs, establish and monitor progress of
measureable goals and outcomes for the Department, encourage and support innovation and the implementation and
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replication of best practices, and work with philanthropy and other funders to pilot new innovations and bring existing
programs to scale ' g :

- Access to housing and particularly, supportive housing benefits us all, by reducing public sector costs while ]'.mproving
individual and community health and wellbeing. We need to support recommendations of the Council on Affordable Housing
that will help countless residents across Connecticut to live with stability, health and hope. Thank you for your time and -
~ consideration. ' ‘

Sincerely,

Sarah Gallagher
Director, Connecticut Program
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