Please support funding for Solar Youth!
Q Solar Youth promotes Youth Empowerment through
Environmental Exploration & Leadership!
SOLAR YOUTH'S MISSION, developed by founding youth and adults, is to
provide opportunities for young people to develop a positive sense of
self and connection and commitment to others through programs that incorporate

environmental exploration, leadership development and community service.

In order to have a truly transformational impact on the lives of the youth we serve —

the most at-risk in New Haven — Solar Youth has created a menu of programs called the “Cycle of Stewardship” for
youth ages 4-19 that are designed to allow youth to progressively build on their experiences over time, gaining critical
personal and social competencies and professional skills and serving as stewards to their communities and
environment.

SINCE SOLAR YOUTH'S FOUNDING IN 2000:

Over 4,200 young people have participated in Solar Youth programs

Over 250 teenagers have been hired and trained as co-leaders

Solar Youth “Stewards” (participants in our programs) have completed over 250 youth-led Community Service
Action Projects (C-SAPs) and nearly 175 youth-led Public Education Projects (PEPs)

In 2011, Solar Youth was named Organization of the Year by the Connecticut Outdoor & Environmental
Education Association.

SOLAR YOUTH PROGRAMS...

Incorporate outdoor exploration, leadership development and community service

Target youth with the fewest supports and resources to help them succeed

Are offered year-round for youth of all ages, from 4 to 19

Nurture personal and social competencies within youth

Provide rigorous professional training for teenagers

Help create the next generation of community and environmental stewards

Give youth a boost in science class

Are youth-driven

Are cost effective: solar Youth serves 500+ youth annually, all on an annual budget of $550,000. In the
coming year, with support from the State of Connecticut, Solar Youth expects to serve close to 600 youth as we

expand our programs to additional low income communities in New Haven with no alternative constructive out-
of-school opportunities for youth.

In the long-run, Solar Youth saves Connecticut money:

According to the recent report, “The Economic Value of Opportunity Youth,” each youth who is neither in school
nor employed “imposes — on average and compared to other youth — an immediate taxpayer burden of
$13,900 per year and an immediate social burden of $37,450 per year (2011 dollars). When these “opportunity
youth” reach 25, “he or she will subsequently impose a future lifetime taxpayer burden of $170,740 and a
social burden of $529,030.”

According to the Connecticut After School Network, “every dollar invested in after school programs will save
taxpayers approximately $3, not including the savings from reduced crime” and “$1.7 to $2.3 million is saved
by putting one high-risk youth on the right path.”



*§IBqPa3} ZT0Z-TTOT Jeah |easy wol) eleq “uawwdojaap diysiapea| pue adiAas Ajunwwod ‘vonelo|dys

MW [BuBuoJIAUS YBnoay yinoA siamoduwia Jey) uonezuedio uaLdof@ASp YInoA paseq uaney

U1J23] 01 JUeM pUB JWALIUOIAUS
3} In0GE YdNUW 05 paules| |,

|00Y2S Ul |[aM Op

03 Juem yinoA sdjay yinoj
1e|0g Jey) 33e2IpUI SPIEMBIS JO

%6

P OLZT S99V

pururer],
ut

SIoPesT

4
sleweq

YInoj Jejos Ul Siesj +6N33L

dIrysuIau]
sqop

« SN33L

diysuiaug
10)eoNp3

Jdiysiapea) pue
‘diyspuaiy ‘Padsas Aunwiiod
0} saha Aw pauado yinoy, sejos,

JuawAhojdwa
2.nyn} 1o}

wayy pausedaud yino Jejos
1By} 31eIpU; SUI3U| JO

0
T YInoj Jejos uj sieaj & m m
||213uo

,UanoA yym aauaned
20w pauled pue J33aq Asuow
pue 3wy Aw aouejeq 03 pauled| |,

“P2320Ng 0] PAARANIOW

pue paredald 'S3AIT 196uno .%mﬁwo&
UMQ PUB SITTUNUIUIO) 3101 PUe S191j0e8)
\ 1194, JO spremays Addey w0294 HINox

pue Ayj|esH a1e Pnog

“)NSaY

8 nﬁze,_m_om U sleaj
[lEpuEy

‘3323443 pue Jua1dLya aJow S| oddns Jo waisAs aul ‘ynsal
B SY 9JJ0 UBD 3UOJE am Jeym puoAaq o3 Jeys saniunyioddo

*30U3253|0PE pUB Pooyp|iyd J13y3 Inoysnoiy}
yInoA yam sdiysuone|al SuiAo| Jua)SIsu0I ‘a4es pjing M
'S9AI| PUB SLIUNWLIOD J13y} Ul 3dUasaud JUa)sisu0d e ysnouy}

a/doad 3unoA sainunu ynoj Je|os JONISTHd

pue suoddns sapiroid yinoj Jejos ‘sdiysiauled ySnoay

8511308 Uno puoAag spasu aney Uy

-SYINLYVd

(T 016539V

SINJUSAPY
90IAIRG

PIRMR)S

MaN E S1YINnoj Jejog 01 puiw Aw nd | Supyphue
Op UBd | 12y} 2A31jaq | pue ‘j[asAuw pue

a|doad J2y10 03 uosiad Jaysq e We |,

$J3Y30 Jo S3ul|a3)
3U1 03 BALISUBS 0L
90 0] YInoA sayaes) ynoj
Je|0S Jey) a1edipus saljiluey Jo

%18

9:4Inoj Hm_ow Ul sieaj
euedie]

~Pooyloqysiau Aw vy
172dsa1 338 | [y1no}
UF_ o5 %O 95UD5 1e|0s Jo asnedag],
aALISod aJow
e dojanap way) padjay
U1noj Jejos Jey}
2]eJ|pul suJaju| Jo

%016

-

!

t1 01 6539¥

SUIes .

[ *4InoA Je|0S Ul Sieak

uoysioy

s peq op Asy) uaym ajdosd Jayyo
yIIm Y8y 01 30U pue |45 31U B 30 0} paules| |,

ST
13190 aW023(

ynoA sdjay yinoj Jejos
Jey3 a1ealpul saljiue} Jo

7068

m,._m.m>
BWIYeY

9 :4Inoj Jejos c_,

9I9H ME)S YINOx

‘swieJ801d Jo nuaw s,312A) ay3 SMOYS Mojaq ajauld
3y “ua4p|1y? Ja8unoA Joj S103eInpa se SUIAJAS ‘sIapea] pauoseas
aJe Y3noA ‘aseyd [euy ay U| "pooyy|npe ojul anuguoa pue p ade se

Aj1ea se ueys ued Aauunol s,uosiad SunoA y SWYYO04d

diyspremals JO 91940 s

UINOL Ie|0S



el
VU

Testimony from Solar Youth Stewards

Corey Bethea

Hello, my name is Corey and | am here to talk about why Solar Youth is important to me.
Well, | was with Solar Youth only two years, but truly it was the best two years of my life. There
are games, field trips, and | get to make new friends!

Solar Youth is important to me, because it is like a home away from home. When |
come here, it’s family. This year in Solar Youth I am a L.L.T. That stands for Leaders In Training.
Now | have trainings to become a better leader and | help the Interns with their programs. But
really to simplify this, Solar Youth is a part of me and nothing can separate me from this.

Talizha Jones

Hello, my name is Talizha Jones. I've been in Solar Youth for about 10 years, starting
when | was about four years old. They have taught me a whole lot about the environment that
| did not know about and | am still learning! Everyone has always been kind to me and has
taught me right from wrong.

Solar Youth is very important to me and my neighborhood. We have had Solar Youth
throughout our whole life offering us new friends, family, learning, and friendship. | have made
a whole bunch of friends at Solar Youth. Without Solar Youth we wouldn’t have a lot of things
to do year round, and without it a lot of people would get in trouble. Solar Youth deserves this
opportunity a whole lot because we care so much about them!

Curtisy McGill

Hello, my name is Curtisy McGill and | have been in Solar Youth for 5 years! Solar Youth
is important to me because if | wasn’t with them | wouldn’t get the word out about littering and
| would not have fun with all these new people. My favorite activities at Solar Youth are picking
up trash for trash competitions, going to the aquarium, and ice-skating! If | wasn’t in Solar
Youth | would never know who is in the neighborhood. Solar Youth is important to my
neighborhood because we help stop people from littering and smoking which is so bad for
animals and people.



To the Members of the Appropriations Committee:

My name is Yvette Emery and | have been a resident of Westville Manor for
more than 25 years. | am writing this letter to speak on behalf the Solar Youth
Program.

| have known Joanne Sciulli for many years now. Her program that she runs in
our community is the heart of our kids’ very existence. With so much violent
crime in the New Haven area, her program is vital in the city. | personally have
two generations of children who have attended Solar Youth for many years
now: my children and my granddaughter.

| am a single parent who struggles from paycheck to paycheck. | do not have
the extra money for my children and granddaughter to attend an after school
program. Solar Youth is the best nonprofit organization that | have
encountered in a very long time. Solar Youth keeps the children in my
community busy, so that they do not have the time to turn to crime or become
a city statistic.

| implore you to please continue to fund Joann’s organization. The children
have benefited tremendously from Solar Youth. My children have learned so
much, and they have blossomed into caring, conscientious teenagers.

With my deepest regards,

Yvette Emery
Westville Resident



