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From: Morsel Munk <brigitte@morselmunk.com>

Sent; Tuesday, February 19, 2013 10:22 PM

To: AppropriationTestimony

Cc: ehammerling@ctwoodlands.org; Scott Rouleau; OIA - David Weinstein; Christopher
Licata - Congressman Larson's Office

Subject: Re: Your State Parks and Forests Need You (2/20)

Dear Members of the Connecticut Conservation & Development Appropriations Subcommittee,

| regret that | am unable to attend the public hearing Wednesday evening, 2/20, and am writing to request that you do not
make any cuts {o our State parks budget funding or any other initiatives that would negatively impact apportunities for
people to recreate in Connecticut. While the great outdoors is near and dear to my heart personally, the reality is that the
National Outdoor Recreation Economy is a significant contributor to the health of our nation's economy, as well as the
health and well being of individuals.

Nationally, outdoor recreation contributes $646 billion in consumer spending, and accounts for more than 6 million direct
jobs. Connecticut is responsible for $6.9 billion of that consumer spending, 70,600 jobs, $2.2 billion in wages and salaries,
and $502 million in state and local tax revenue, all associated with the outdoors. We must not do anything to erode the
outdoor recreation economy in Connecticut. Healthy, active lifestyles improve our quality of life, as well as our State and
Nation's economic well being.

You can find details of the positive economic impact of outdoor recreation in the report recently published by the Outdoor
Industry Association. The report is available at: hitp://www ouidoorindustry orgfadvocagy/recreation/economy, himi.

The missicn of Morse! Munk is to motivate, and equip, people of all ages 1o exercise mind and body, and be young at
heart. We continually empower and eguip our customers to enjoy the great cutdoors in many ways, from mud obstacle
course runs to snowshoeing to stand up paddieboarding, and much more. We have introduced numerous people to the
great outdoors, with much of the activity occurring at State parks. None of us at Morsel Munk can imagine the negative
impact should easy access - for everyone - be made unavailable.

Christopher, 1 ask that you make this information available to Congressman Larson. While the immediate urgency is at the
State level, | don't want to lose sight of the National agenda.

Sincerely,

Brigitte Rouleau, President

Morsel Munk

70 South Main St.; Winsted, CT 06098

(860) 238-4466; (860) 459-9357 mobile

brigitte@morselmunk, com

wiww. morselmunk.com

www. Facebook.com/MorselMunk

Become a Morsel Munk fan on Facebook and Get OUTdoors with us!

From: CFPA <ehammerling@ctwoodlands.org>

To: brigitte@morselmunk.com

Sent: Monday, February 18, 2013 5:03 AM

Subject: Your State Parks and Forests Need You (2/20)
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" YOUR STATE PARKS & FORESTS
NEED YOU!
Wednesday, February 20, 2012

tate Legislators who are evaluating funding levels for conservation programs proposed in the Governor's

ling a public hearing on Wednesday (2/20) at 6:30 p.m. in Room 2C at the Legislative Office Building (30¢ |
to present testimony in person, click here. '

rities (feel free to use any of this information for your own testimony):

and 15 of those staff are eligible for retirement in July, 2013. Because of rescissions and continued attritic
iecessary to hire seasonal workers who are critical to keep Park buildings and grounds safe for visitors.

should be an opportunity to celebrate State Parks and give them a funding boost.

bution of over $1 billion and 9,000 private sector jobs to Connecticut from the State Parks. The study higl
o maintain the Parks are not made, these economic values will be lost.

| for healthy lifestyles and reducing vexing problems like child obesity.

Connecticut's population is 3.5 million). The Parks System is perhaps the most dominant member of Conn

ofit entities depend upon the Park System to provide sites for large community events.

1ies of civic emergency. For example, Hammonasset State Park and Sherwood Isiand State Park were critic
an average of 13% higher than properties that do not (simifar to the benefit by homes on the Sound.) P¢ |
iy those relocating from other states. :
ccess to our State's most beautiful lands, which were specifically preserved to be enjoyed by all.

ire Threat Reduction Benefits

ision without a single forester to manage over 41,000 State Forest acres in eastern Connecticut, and 25,0
ry Staff are also overwhelmed by the great needs to provide expertise to better manage roadside trees t¢

anagement and urban forestry outreach are being laid off in April, 2013. If their jobs are not retained, tw
over the next 10 years. We hope the General Assembly will add funding to allow DEEP Forestry refill these
iverage of $90,000 annually apiece for the Connecticut General Fund from growing and harvesting forest | .

.0,000 acres worth of forest management plahs and generated forest product sales projected t'o earn som
private sector industry while enhancing the habitat and other ecological benefits these forests produce,
ind tens of thousands of dollars in forest products sale revenues are lost annually. Over 600 miles of Stat:
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stations go undiscovered and unchecked, and firewood sales for homeowners cannot be offered.
ut money, benefit the state and people environmentally, and re-establish ourselves as responsible stewar

wvironmental Quality _ : _ _
ns about a wide range of environmental issues. It also puts forward an environmental agenda for the legis :
Juality into the Office of Governmental Accountability. CEQ should remain an independent watchdog agen:

510 million in bonding for acquiring open space/recreation lands as well as $10 million in bonding to supp:
nunity Investment Act. The budget proposes diverting $4 million/year from the CIA to the Healthy Foods
, agricultural lands/dairy farmers, affordable housing, and historic preservation.

ng@ctwoodlands.org. Thanks!
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