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ligious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice of Connecticut, Inc.

February 14, 2013
Dear Representative Walker and Senator Harp:

As people of faith and as an organization whose mission is to educate,
mobilize and advocate for the advancement of the health and well-being of
women and families, The Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice of
Connecticut must strongly object to the proposal of Governor Malloy to
consolidate the Permanent Commission on the Status of Women into one
body with all other Connecticut legislative commissions.

We feel that such a consolidation will dilute the particular goals of the
PCSW so that the many and varied needs of the 1,435,664 women in the
state of Connecticut will not be adequately represented as vatious policies
are put forth, especially in these tight economic times. There are too many
issues which are unique to women that need the careful study and advocacy
of the PCSW, and it will be a huge disservice to the women of this state to
assume that a combined commission will adequately serve their needs. The
PCSW has studied proposed policies that affect gender discrimination such
as the pay gap for women, both in the short term through unequal pay for
equal work and in long term through decreased social security benefits, and
the PCSW has studied effects of proposed hospital mergers which would
eliminate women’s reproductive health care options.

The welfare of the children of Connecticut is entirely dependent on the
economic welfare as well as the health and safety of their mothers. Simply
stated, jeopardizing the well-being of Connecticut’s women will directly
jeopardize the well-being of Connecticut’s children.

Please do not threaten the gains women have made in this state through the
diligent efforts of PCSW during the past 40 years.

Thank you for your consideration.

The Board of Directors of the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice of Connecticut, Inc.

pro-Faith pro-Family pre-Choice
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