supportive housing
WORKS

CLRP: A lifeline for our mentally ill

Honorable Representatives and Senators:

My name is David Rich and | am the Executive Director of Supportive Housing Works, a
collaborative effort to eliminate homelessness along the 1-95 Corridor in CT. | live in both Lakeville
and New Haven, CT. | am here today to testify in support of the CT Legal Rights Project (CLRP) and
their request to fully reinstate $490,000 for housing advocacy for the mentally ill in the legal services
line item.

According to “Reaching Home: A Ten Year Plan to End Long-Term Homelessness in Connecticut,”
33,000 experience homelessness at some point during the year. Worse still, homelessnhess in
Connecticut is increasing. Emergency shelters are full; the length of stay in shelters has increased;
and turnaways have increased by over 200% from 2001 to 2011. At any given time, approximately
half of Connecticut’'s homeless people are experiencing long-term or chronic homelessness - that is,
without acceptable permanent housing for more than 90 days. A significant percentage of today’s
homeless population suffers from chronic mental ilinesses, so there is an increased demand for
existing services as well as a need for new programs and services that address the complex needs
of today’s homeless population. As the “Reaching Home” reports states, “the enormous public cost
of this emergency care is exceeded only by the misery of people needlessly trapped in years of
homelessness.”

On my day job | spend most of time developing housing for the homelessness and am extremely
heartened by your and the Governors’ vision and commitment to provide substantial recourses for
the housing the homeless. We have, however, realized through our work that just building housing
for those most in need, including the mentally ill, is not enough; we need strong and courageous

advocacy within CT to champion the needs and rights of those who are most vulnerable. We have
such a champion in CLRP.

At a cost of a little over $1000 per client CLRP has provided housing advocacy services to over 300
individuals annually for the past decade. Highly skilled and motivated lawyers work for CLRP stating
at $40,000 a year in salary. This is an extremely cost effective means to ensure safe and supportive
housing for those most in need. And far less costly than the alternative, hundreds of emergency
room visits hospital stays and expensive inpatient treatment. Study after study has demonstrated
that the additional cost burden to the state of NOT housing the mentally ill ranges form $20,000 to
$100,000 a year.

As a board member | can attest to how hard CLRP's executive team and staff have worked to
tighten their belts through absorbed layoffs, a salary freeze, furlough days, and a pension reduction
to protect client services. However, without these state funds, most of CLRP’s housing advocacy
services to the mental ill will end. CLRP simply does not have other options available to them to
continue to provide these invaluable housing services.

Thank you for your time this evening and for your continued commitment, as a vital partner of CLRP,
to advocate for our most vulnerable residents so that they oo may have what most of us take for
granted- a safe decent and independent place to call home.

David B Rich, February 15th, 2013
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The Connecticut General Assembly

Joint Committee on Apptropriations

Rep. Toni E. Walker
Co-Chairperson

Sen. Toni Nathaniel Harp
Co-Chairperson

November 13, 2012

Patricia Rehmer

Commissioner

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
410 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Commissioner Rehmer:

We are writing in regards to funding for the Connecticut Legal Rights Project for housing
advocacy. It is our understanding that there may be some confusion regarding our intent
for continued funding in the next biennium,

Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP) has had a $350,000 grant for ten years from the
Melville Charitable T'rust that funded 80% of the agency's housing advocacy and that will
expire at the end of this year. The revised FY 13 budget included $175,000 for CLRP to
continue its housing advocacy, which represented what was needed for the last six
months of this fiscal year. ' We anticipated that the funding would be annualized in Fiscal
Years 14 and 15. Tt is our hope that the Governor's proposed budget will reflect
annualized funding for CLRP's housing advocacy.

We would be happy to discuss this matter further Please contact us at your earliest

convenience.

Sincerely,

Toni Nathaniel Harp - ¥ Toni B. Walker
Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson

cc: Benjamin Barnes, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management
Alan Calandro, Director, Office of Fiscal Analysis
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CONNECTICUT LEGAL RIGHTS PROJECT

The Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CL};-’ X s=ipcorporated in 1990, under the terms of a
- Consent Order, to protect the legal rlghts,of péisons \W1th severe and persistent mental illness
served by the state on matters related to théiFtrcatmetit

CLRP Housing Cases

CLRP Inpatient Cases
On average, CLRP

represents the
following types of
clients annually:

318 inpatient

363 housing

There 1s ng _money for housmg advocacy $35() 000
Funds for mpatlent advocacy Were cut 22% $140,000
= S T B $490 000

"'STAIN INPATIENT & HOUSING SERVICES

Advocatmg for tlmely dlscharges with adequate supports substitutes Daily Cost of Care
community services for expensive hospital beds.

§2,50000
$2,00000
$1,50000
§1,00000

Stable housing supports the recovery of clients in the community and
prevents costly emergency room visits and hospital stays.

. , . . $50000
Without CLRP’s services, the State would spend much more serving o0 B Sup

clients in expensive settmgs. SUPPORTVE  GroupHomes Hospita Inpatient  Emergency Room
HOUSING Psychiatric

For more information, contact Jan VanTassel at (860) 262-5042 or jvantassel@clrp.org







