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EXPLANATION OF FEDERAL IMPACT OF REGULATION:

The impact is to amend the regulations of the Rental Assistance Program to conform with Public Act 09-118 which
requires that any person aggrieved by a decision by the Department shall have the right to an administrative hearing
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 54 of the Connecticut General Statutes and to make other technical
changes. ‘

Section 17b-812-14 (New) provides the process for notices, appeals and hearings for the Rental Assistance
Program. Below is an outline of the process. :

A) The State must give written notice to deny assistance to program applicants and written notice to program
participants of decisions to change the terms of rental assistance or the discontinuance of assistance.

B) Program applicants (not receiving assistance) have 60 days to request an administrative hearing from the
date printed on the notice of decision issued by the Department or its agent.

C) Program participants (receiving assistance) have 10 days to request an administrative hearing from the date
printed on the notice of decision issued by the Department or its agent.

D) An administrative hearing must be scheduled by the Office of Legal Counsel, Regulations and
Administrative Hearings not later than thirty days from the receipt of the request for an administrative
hearing. ’

E) Not later than sixty days from the date of the administrative hearing, the Office of Legal Counsel,
Regulations and Administrative Hearings shall issue a written report of its findings which may order a
change to the original decision.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

There will be minimal fiscal impact as the regulations included defining the appeals and hearing process as well as
minor technical changes.

DSS does have an estimated 2-month back-log of administrative hearings. The hiring of an additional Fair Hearings
Officer would help alleviate the back-log. Additional expenditures are incurred as well, as a result of the back-log,
as additional housing subsidies are required to cover the time period between an administrative hearing request and
the actual hearing date. This back-log is not a result of the revision to the regulations.

MUNICIPAL IMPACT: None.




