Honorable Senators and Representatives,
My name is Shannon Bali; [ am a student at the University of Connecticut School of Social
Work and have been a resident of Connecticut for most of my life. I am here today to testify on
House Bill 5333, An Act Concerning Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness. I am for this
legislation and hope that you will support it. Donating organs is a way for people to help save
another life. Raising awareness of the benefits of organ and tissue donation is a good way to
encourage residents of Connecticut to become organ donors. It is a simple way for us to help
save another life when our own comes to an end. Over 6,000 people die each year while waiting
for an organ transplant (Donate Life Connecticut website). I believe that if we can lower this
number by raising awareness of the importance of organ and tissue donation, then we have a
responsibility to do so. Raising awareness also has the potential to help dispel some of the myths
of organ donation. According to a survey conducted in 2010 (Donate Life Connecticut), 52% of
the people surveyed believed that, because of the need for organs, doctors would not try as hard
to save someone’s life knowing that the person is a donor. Other myths and fears can be reduced
by educating people on what organ and tissue donation really involves. It is not a light decision
to make, so providing information on the benefits of being a donor can help Connecticut
residents make informed decisions. We cannot force organ and tissue donation upon others, but
we can raise awareness of how it can save lives. As an organ donor myself, I think this
legislation is important and I encourage you to support it. Knowing that I could potentially save
someone’s life someday is an empowering feeling and I think more people in Connecticut would
feel the same way if this legislation is passed.

Thank you for this opportunity to present my opinion on this bill. I would be very happy

to answer any questions you may have.



