March (, 2012

Planning and Development Committee
1.epistative Oflice Building
{tariford, CT 06106

RE:  5B-263, An Act Concerning Liability of Zoning Enforcement Officers
Public {fcaring - March 2, 2012

Dear Commiitee Members:

1 wrile to you on behalf of the Connecticut Association of Zoning Enforcement Officials (CAZEGY. CAZEO,
a volumary professional association, was formed in 1979 to promote comprehensive zoning enforcement
policies in the state. Recognizing that zoning officials require special study, knowledge, and skills a formal
ceruification process was established in 1982, Initially, the certification program was adminisiered through
the Institute of Public Service at the University of Connectieut and js now sdministered through Central
Connecticut State University, Eligibility for cenification as a Zoning Enforcement Officer requires the
successful completion of 60 rigorous elass hours, passing of three exams, and completion of a formal case-
study that is subject to peerreview through CAZEQ’s Certification Commitice, Furthermore, CAZEQ
conducts frequent nmionthly forums to oxchange pertinent infermation conceming zoning and zoning
enforcement 10 assist in solving municipal zoning maters and to promote ethical perlormance standards.

Annual membership represents over 100 Connecticut municipalities and sverages 250 imdividual members.
Since formal cedtification was cstablished, at jeast 400 cedifications have been administered. CAZEQ
certification is recognized 1o produce gualified, objective, and principled professionals. And, today, in almost
every Connecticut municipality awthoritics require their zoaing officials to be CAZEO centified.

With thmt said and given the administrtive remedies already provided for by the Cennecticut Generat Statules
(CGS) 10 a person aggrieved by a decision made by a zoning official (CGS §8-7 Appeals 10 bourd. Hearing,
Effective date of exceplions or variances: filing requirement}, | strongly urge you {o support proposed S33-
263, to climinate the term “ireble” from the language of CGS §Section 8-12(a).

CAZEQ is conumilted to providing @ quality certification process o assist Connccticut communities with
voping matterss in a professional, ethieal, and responsible manner,

'ﬂmn}{ you in ad\'ane;e for your consideration.
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