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Senator Bye, Representative Willis and respected members of the Committee, my name is 

Allison Demers and I have interned at Connecticut Sexual Assault Crisis Services, Inc. 

(CONNSACS). I am also an undergraduate at the University of New Haven, where I am 

studying Forensic Psychology and Victim Services. I stand firmly behind SB 847: An Act 

Concerning the Elimination of Sexual Violence on College Campuses because the issue of 

sexual violence is one of great importance to my peers, my co-workers, and me. 

When a parent sends their child to a university, it is with the trust that the institution will serve 

and protect each and every student to the best of their ability. It is the duty of the university to 

ensure the safety of all attendees, and if they fail to do so they must be there to support the victim 

in any way possible. SB 847 would not only be beneficial in the preventative aspect of sexual 

assaults on campuses, but also in the aftermath of the attack. Many victims feel that not enough 

is being done for them after they file a complaint, and not enough support is being given during 

and after the judicial process. Isn’t it traumatic enough being a victim of a violent attack, let 

alone having to be victimized again by intimidating judicial hearings? 

Based on the conversations I have had with university police and counselors it is clear that they, 

too, believe there is more to be done for the victims of these attacks, and for the education of the 

campus population concerning preventing sexual violence. SB 847 would assist universities and 

colleges in finding the most beneficial way to approach both the preventative education and 

supportive environment for a victim during the aftermath. Many victims that do not have the 

proper counseling post-attack cannot cope with the trauma and may not be able to recall specific 

details and happenings conducive to investigation. It is apparent that Connecticut universities 

need guidance in this area and SB 847 would provide just that. It would provide appropriate 

training for counselors and officers, which can lead to a better facilitated recovery process and 

ultimately a more conclusive investigation. 

I believe that SB 847 will be extremely beneficial to all colleges and universities in the state of 

Connecticut and I hope you can join me in supporting this legislation as we continue to strive for 

a safer state. 

Thank you, 

 

Allison Demers 

Email: ademe2@unh.newhaven.edu 

 


