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Written Testimony

Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee Public
Hearing

March 8, 2012

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our support of S.B. No. 239 An Act
Concerning a Study of the Distributions of the Block Grant to the
Regional Community-Technical Colleges and the Connecticut State
University System referred to the Committee on Higher Education and
Employment Advancement.

As board members of the Manchester Community College Foundation, we
have observed first-hand the impact that the current funding formula has on
the work of the Foundation, which is finding sources of funding that will be
used to assist the college in achieving its mission of supporting student
programs, scholarships and equipment — all towards the goal of ensuring
student success and, ultimately, changing students’ lives for the better.

Connecticut’s system of 12 community colleges each year receives a state
appropriation block grant. The central office (now the newly-formed Board
of Regents) allocates a portion of this block grant to each of the 12 colleges.
Additionally, there is in place a formula-driven methodology that shares
tuition revenue across the 12 colleges and provides support to the Board of
Regents office. A number of the colleges pay into the system office; the
remaining colleges and the BOR office receive funds.

Based on the existing formula, 21 cents of every dollar received from
student tuition at MCC is returned to the central office. This same 21
percent is withheld from private scholarship donations to the college used to
pay tuition. This means that nearly one-quarter of each donor’s scholarship
gift leaves MCC. During FY 2011, close to $200,000 was awarded in
scholarships to MCC students; under this formula, approximately $40,000
was returned to the central office to support its operations, and those of the
other community colleges. If this $40,000 was retained at MCC, an
additional 60 students could have received financial support from the MCC
Foundation (based on the average scholarship gift.)
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A fundamental requirement in successful fundraising is being able to assure
donors that every penny possible of their gift is being used for the purpose
they intended. This challenges our ability to effectively steward the
intentions of our donors and insure that their gifts are having the greatest
impact possible upon MCC’s most deserving students.

Raising money for scholarships and other program needs at the community
colleges is always challenging, Many people are still under the impression
that the state funds the majority of public higher education and the current
economy has resulted in alumni cutting back on charitable giving. The
current funding formula in place for the Connecticut Community Colleges
places an even greater burden on our fundraising efforts.

Donors need to know that 100% of the funds they give are used for the
purpose intended, at the college intended. Please help us keep private
scholarship gifts where they belong — in the hands of the community college
students for which they were meant.

Thank you.

Manchester Community College Foundation Board
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