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Senate Bill 39 - An Act Concerning Requirements for Early Childhood Educators
Public Hearing: Tuesday, February 14, 2012

TO: Members of the Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee
FROM: Claudia Reuter, President & CEO, School Chapters, Inc.,, West Hartford, CT

I am expressing my support for Senate Bili 39 -- a great proposal that ensures that professionals who
teach our young children are highly-trained, highly-skilled and are teaching in accordance with
appropriate standards and best practices.

School Chapters, Inc. is a West Hartford company that [ founded in 2006 with my husband, Alexander
Reuter. We've been fortunate enough to secure funding through Connecticut Innovations, and private
investors here in the state, '

For 6 years, we have been develoi:)ing innovative, cost-effective solutions that streamline the many
processes that professionals go through as they work to provide quality experiences for the youngest
among us.

We have been working with early education practitioners undergoing accreditation by the National
Assaciation for the Education of Young Children since 2008, and have helped many early education
professionals across the country as they work to self-reflect on their practices and align their work to
- standards through portfolios.

As many of you know, portfolios have long been recognized as one of the best ways for educators to
showcase and reflect upon their work. This practice, not only provides administrators and assessors
with a full picture of their capabilities but makes the educators more effective, intentional teachers.

Many of our college lab school clients, suggested that we provide similar solutions to their students
working to gain certification in the field.

We now offer interactive software solutions that ensure that college students—with constant input and
guidance from their professors - are learning in accordance with the teaching standards developed by
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and each State’s Professional
Teaching Standards. We fully integrate with recognized platforms like Blackboard, and are already in use
in schools, including North Carolina—one of the states to receive the RTC-ELC funds.

I am not here today to sell my software. Instead, 1 am here to offer my assistance to the Legislature, to
Governor Malloy and to Higher Education officials in the continuing pursuit of excellence for our future
early childhood educators.

Senate Bill 39 is a very exciting proposal and I look forward to the passage of this legislation.

Please contact me anytime if you should have any follow-up questions or comments: 646-526-3679.
Thank you.




