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Senator Maynard, Representative Guerrera, and distinguished members of the
Transportation Committee, thank you for allowing me to offer testimony regarding House
Bill No. 5023, AN ACT CONCERNING ARREST POWERS OF LOCAL POLICE
OFFICERS AND MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTORS.

The purpose of this bill is to reduce crime and increase public safety by taking the statutory
handcuffs off of fully-trained, POST-certified law enforcement professionals. It
accomplishes these goals in two ways.

First, the bill gives on-duty municipal police officers greater flexibility in making arrests
when travelling outside of their towns. Currently, municipal police do have arrest powers
outside their town when the crime in question is a felony. This change would simply extend
that practice to include misdemeanors. Again, these arrest powers could be utilized only
while the officer is travelling outside his or her municipality while on-duty and in uniform.

Second, the bill would add Department of Motor Vehicle inspectors to the definition of
“peace officer,” only while they are on duty and performing their official responsibilities as
defined by statute. These inspectors are certified by the Police Officer Standards and
Training Council, receiving the same training as municipal police officers.

The statutory definition of peace officer has been added to numerous times by the General
Assembly; it’s now comprised of more than ten other distinct groups of public safety
personnel including not just state and municipal police, but also state and judicial marshals,
conservation officers, constables, and probation officers. Here again, the change would only
apply to inspectors when they are performing their official duties as defined by statute.

These changes would allow municipal police officers and DMV inspectors to more fully
execute their duties, freeing up other critical public safety resources throughout the state.
They will expand the public safety and law enforcement presence in the state without
increasing costs.

Again, thank you for allowing me to testify. I respectfully ask that the Committee support
this bill, and would be happy to answer any questions you might have.
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