
 
 

 

RSB 276 – An Act Concerning Licensing Requirements for Acupuncturists 

  

Testimony of the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 

(NCCAOM):  

 

Public Health Committee Public Hearing March 7th, 2012 

 

Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and Members of the Public Health Committee:   

 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the NCCAOM, I am pleased to see that the state of Connecticut is 

considering adding NCCAOM certification as a requirement for licensure for acupuncture versus 

the requirement to only pass NCCAOM examinations. The requirement for certification by the 

NCCAOM will best ensure that licensed acupuncturists in the state of Connecticut meet recognized 

national standards of competence and safety in the acupuncture profession as set forth by the 

NCCAOM and have maintained their certification in good standing through a thorough NCCAOM 

recertification process.   

 

The NCCAOM’s highest priority is its commitment to the public to ensure the safe practice of 

acupuncture and this is manifested through its mission, which is to promote nationally recognized 

standards of competency and safety in acupuncture and Oriental medicine for the purpose of 

protecting the public. As such, we fulfill our mission by 1) establishing national standards of 

competency for the safe and effective practice of acupuncture; 2) evaluate applicant qualifications 

through a robust eligibility process; 3) assess candidates for certification  based valid and legally 

defensible examinations; 4) require candidates for certification and Diplomates to adhere to the 

NCCAOM®  Code of Ethics, as well as 5) ensure that certified practitioners maintain their 

competency to practice through documentation of professional development activities. 

 

In order to qualify for NCCAOM Certification in Acupuncture, applicants are required to meet 

extensive academic and supervised clinical practice standards.  
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NCCAOM considers these standards of eligibility, as well as successful performance on the 

examinations to be the minimum requirements for the safe practice of acupuncture. In addition, all 

active NCCAOM certified practitioners must complete a thorough and well documented  

recertification process every four years. Certified practitioners must complete a total of 60 hours of 

professional development activity hours which requires documentation of completion of an ethics 

or safety course, valid CPR ccertificate, and a minimum of 22 additional coursework in core 

competency; therefore, the NCCAOM Professional Development Activity process ensures that 

practitioners who have completed the recertification process that documents maintenance of 

competency as a Diplomate of Acupuncture.   

 

Currently, Connecticut requires the successful completion of the acupuncture portion of the 

NCCAOM’s former Comprehensive Written Examination (CWE) in Acupuncture, the Clean Needle 

Technique Portion (CNTP) of the Comprehensive Written Examination (CWE) in Acupuncture and 

the Practical Examination of Point Location Skills (PEPLS). These exams were retired in 2004 and 

replaced with a modular examination system that now includes a Biomedicine examination in the 

NCCAOM certification requirements. By requiring full NCCAOM certification in Acupuncture, the 

state regulatory board in Connecticut will safeguard its consumers by ensuring that its practitioners 

have successfully passed the most valid and current NCCAOM examinations, based on the latest 

job analysis survey. 

 

The NCCAOM also oversees the safe practice of the profession as stated in our mission by 

partnering with the states to discipline certified practitioners who have violated the NCCAOM® 

Code of Ethics (please see the accompanying handout) preventing them from moving to another 

state that might be unaware of their violations. The Professional Ethics and Disciplinary Committee 

(PEDC) of the NCCAOM has the authority to evaluate complaints against Diplomates, issue 

decisions and impose sanctions, which prevent. States that require NCCAOM certification further 

protect their consumers from the unsafe practice of acupuncture since acupuncturists who have 

been disciplined by the NCCAOM for ethical and/or criminal violations cannot renew their license to 

practice acupuncture until those sanctions have been lifted by the NCCAOM. 

 

It is the sincere hope of the NCCAOM that, in the interest of public welfare, the state of Connecticut 

recognizes the need for modifying their licensing procedures by requiring NCCAOM certification for 
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all acupuncture practitioners. The unprecedented growth and acceptance of acupuncture is due in 

no small part to the existence of a legitimate certification and examination program based upon 

national standards. Clearly, acupuncture services will be a major part of the healthcare landscape 

in years to come, as evidenced by recent studies and recommendations by the National Institutes 

of Health.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information. If I can answer any additional questions 

about the NCCAOM certification, please contact me by email at kwardcook@thenccaom.org or by 

phone at 904-674-2501. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kory Ward-Cook, Ph.D., MT(ASCP), CAE 

Chief Executive Officer 

 


