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Senate Bill 274 - An Act Concerning Chemicals of High Concern to Children 

 

 
The Department of Public Health opposes Senate Bill 274. 
 
This bill states that the Department, in conjunction with the Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection and a newly formed Green Ribbon Panel, will develop a report by July 1, 2013 in which the 
agencies identify a prioritized list of chemicals of high concern to children based upon their toxic 
properties and exposure potential.  The report would also identify the products containing these 
chemicals and could include recommendations on how to address these products, potentially via warning 
labels or bans.   
 
The Department opposes this bill as currently drafted.  While the Department agrees that state 
government has a role to play in identifying harmful chemicals and products sold in CT, this is a 
substantial research effort that involves collaboration with scientists in state and federal government and 
universities across the country.  There are tens of thousands of chemicals in the US marketplace that 
children can potentially come into contact with.  Identifying the most worrisome chemicals and 
scientifically defensible interventions requires dedicated staff time and expertise.  It involves examining 
the large biomonitoring database collected by CDC, investigating which chemicals children may come 
into contact with are used in the built environment and in consumer products, tracking which chemicals 
are on watch lists in Canada, Europe and in other states, and then evaluating which chemicals/products 
have viable and safer alternatives.   Expert Blue (in this case Green) Ribbon Panels are useful in 
reviewing assembled data and weighing in on policy choices.  The large amount of work needed to get to 
that stage would fall primarily on DPH.  If such a panel were established, additional staffing with specific 
expertise within DPH would be needed. 
 
In the past, phthalates, bisphenol-A and brominated flame retardants have been identified as risk factors 
in children’s products based upon highly publicized research.  The Department will continue to be on the 
lookout for such high profile chemicals and in those cases work within the regulatory framework for ways 
to reduce children’s exposures.  The Department does not recommend legislation regarding these 
activities and we are willing to discuss with legislators our ongoing activities and options to make progress 
in this important area.    
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this bill. 
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