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RB 189: AN ACT CONCERNING NOTICE TO THE DEPARTMENTS OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION REGARDING THE IMMUNIZATION OF 

SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

Per Connecticut Statute, Section 10-204a Required Immunizations:  “Each 
local or regional Board of Education or similar body governing a non public 
school or schools shall require each child to be protected by adequate 
immunization…before being permitted to enroll in any program operated by a 
public or nonpublic  school under its jurisdiction.” 

The purpose of the law is to protect the public health by preventing exposure and 
spread of communicable diseases.  “The purpose of immunizations is to prevent 
disease. Today, children in the United States routinely get vaccines that protect 
them from 14 diseases. All of these diseases have, at one time or another, been 
a serious threat to children in this country. Most of them are now at their lowest 
levels in history, thanks to years of immunization. 

Because we don’t see these diseases every day they might not seem as 

scary as they used to. Some of them might not even be familiar to many 
parents. Fifty years ago, measles was one of the most common diseases in 
the country - virtually every child got it. But today, most parents will never 
know a child with measles; in fact, most doctors will never see a case. 

But measles still infects about 23 million people around the world every year 
and kills about 480,000 of them. An infected person can travel to the United 
States, and we can travel anywhere in the world. A single case of disease 
will remain a single case if everyone around the infected person is 
immune. If they are not, a single case can turn into an epidemic. By 
vaccinating we will make sure these 14 diseases will not become everyday 
events for our children ever again.”  (retrieved 3/6/12 from 
http://www.flushotsusa.com/detail/C108/why_we_vaccinate. 

The Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) requires that every school in 
every district complete a School Immunization Entry Survey for submission in 
November of each school year.  The survey is completed by school nurses and 
supplies data to DPH regarding immunization rates in Connecticut.  The survey 
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serves no purpose for compliance or exclusion for failure to be adequately 
immunized as indicated in Section10-204a above.  It is unlikely that simply 
requiring the school district to report students who do not meet the requirements 
is unlikely to change anything, since that is done in this reporting process 
already. 

The responsibility for reviewing immunization records and making 
recommendations for exclusion to the superintendent or designee belongs to the 
school nurse.  However, responsibility for enforcing the school nurses’ 
recommendations belongs to the superintendent and/or school principal.  
Unfortunately some superintendents and/ or principals fail to heed the 
recommendations of the school nurse and allow students to enter or remain in 
school despite con-compliance with Section 10-204. 

This act requires that “if a child has not received a vaccine required by such 
schedule for active immunization, is not exempt from such requirement and is 
permitted to enroll in any such program, the public or nonpublic school in which 
the child is enrolled shall notify the Departments of Education and Public Health.”  
However, the Act does not provide any accountability from either Department or 
from school administrators for enforcing the law for compliance with 
immunization requirements and for exclusion of children who are not adequately 
immunized.  Reporting must be attached to accountability and enforcement.  
Perhaps the regulations will address who, how and what so that all children and 
the community as a whole are protected from those diseases for which 
immunizations are available.   
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