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My name is Jonathan Shapiro, and I submit this statement in support of Bill Number 56, An Act 

Concerning Pulse Oximetry Screening for Newborn Infants.  I currently serve as the Vice-Chair 

for the March of Dimes Connecticut State Board, and have been a long-time supporter of the 

March of Dimes—the leader in advocacy for newborn screening of all infants in the United 

States.  I began my involvement with the March of Dimes when I was in high school as a way to 

honor my older sister, Jennifer.  Jennifer was born with a congenital heart defect, the type of 

condition that this bill would mandate screening for.  After a twelve years and a courageous 

battle, Jennifer ultimately lost her battle passing away when she was twelve (12).   

 

While Jennifer’s her condition was detectable upon her birth due to its extreme severity and the 

lack of oxygen circulating through her tiny body, many children are born with similar congenital 

heart defects that are not as readily detectable.  Undetected critical congenital heart diseases 

(CCHD) can cause severe, life threatening symptoms and may require medical treatment within 

the first months, or even days of an infant’s life.  If left undetected, CHD can result in disability 

or even death to unsuspecting parents.   

 

This bill addresses the danger, and would allow for screening of newborns for CCHD via pulse 

oximetry. Pulse oximetry is a non-invasive and painless test administered at the newborn’s 

bedside that determines the percent of oxygen saturation in a baby’s blood through a sensor that is 

usually attached to the baby’s finger or foot.  If low levels of oxygen saturation in the blood are 

detected, then further testing can be performed to diagnose any abnormalities in the heart 

structure or blood flow through the heart.   

 

Given the ease of this test and the dangers it helps uncover, I fully support the addition of CCHD 

to Connecticut’s newborn screening panel and ask that our legislature pass this bill  
 

Please feel free to contact me for more information, questions or concerns,  
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