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Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1591

Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and distinguished members ofthe Public Health
Committee:

My name is Andrea O'Connor. I regret that I am unable to attend the hearing regarding Senate Bill 56,
An Act Concerning Pulse Oximetry Screening for Newborn Infants and ask that you accept this letter as
written testimony in support of the passage of this important Act.

I currently serve on the Board of Selectmen for the Town of Sherman and previously served for eight
years as the Town's First Selectman. It was in this capacity that I first met Marie Hatcher and learned of
her campaign to ensure that all babies born in Connecticut have the benefit of pulse oximetry screening
to detect the presence of a congenital heart defect. I also hold a license as a Registered Nurse and have
earned a doctoral degree in nursing education as well as a law degree from the University of
Connecticut. I served for 14 years as head of the Nursing Programs at Western Connecticut State
University in Danbury.

As a Registered Nurse and nurse educator, I am very aware of the devastating effect of congenital heart
disease on the infants it strikes as well as on their families. Failure to detect such defects before a
newborn child is released from the hospital can result in developmental delays that have the potential to
impact the entire life of the child and his or her family. At worse, undetected congenital heart defects
can lead to sudden infant death.

The profound impacts of congenital heart disease can be averted through the mandatory pulse oximetry
screening of each newborn. This simple, inexpensive, and non-invasive test is currently mandated in
neighboring states as well as others across the nation. The test serves as a screening device that permits
early detection of a potential congenital heart defect exists, leading to more definitive tests to identify
the nature of the defect and permitting early treatment of the disease.

Connecticut's newborn infants and their families deserve the very best care available to ensure these
children's healthy and productive adulthood.

Sincerely.

~~
Andrea O'Connor, Ed.D., lD., R.N.
Selectman


