CONNECTIGUT ASSOCIATION OF
SCHOOL BASED HEALTH GENTERS

Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and members of the Public Health Committee. My
name is Jesse White-Fresé and | am submitting this testimony on behalf of the Board of
Directors of the Connecticut Association of School Based Health Centers. We are writing in
support of Bill 5541, an Act Concerning Services Provided by Dental Professionals and
Certification for Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioners.

Dental problems impact thousands of children every year, causing student to lose 51 million
hours of school per year due to tooth pain. This is a silent epidemic that often goes
unnoticed and untreated. In our 75 School Based Health Centers in the state, children and
adolescents frequently visit the nurse practitioners complaining of pain — pain that has
become part of their lives as it persists untreated for months. As you well know, untreated
cavities can lead to dental abscesses that may result in systemic infection. Systemic
infections are serious and can be fatal.

An obvious solution to addressing untreated dental decay and providing preventive dental
services is to increase the number of school based dental programs. Connecticut has made
progress in providing dental services to children in the school setting through school based
health center dental programs, mobile dental programs, and partnerships with community
dental programs. Most of these programs provide preventive hygiene services that include
prophylaxis (cleanings), sealants, fluoride treatments, assessments, and x-rays. For students
that require restorative treatment for cavities, many children do not receive the care they
need. Families face multiple barriers that may include transportation, child care needs,
inconvenient appointment times, lack of dental insurance, and procedures that are not
covered by insurance. For all of these reasons, it is most effective if restorative dental
services can be provided in the school setting in coordination with hygiene programs.

The utilization of new categories of dental providers, as described in this bill, would provide
much needed services that could potentially benefit many more children and adolescents
and could provide the restorative treatment they need to be caries-free and healthy.
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