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Good afternoon, Representative Ritter, Senator Gerratana and members of the 
Public Health Committee.  My name is Patrick McCormack and I am President of the 
Connecticut Association of Directors of Health (CADH) and the Director of the Uncas 
Health District, serving the towns of Bozrah, Griswold, Lisbon, Montville, Norwich, 
Sprague, and Voluntown.   

 
CADH, on behalf of Connecticut’s local health departments, supports Raised Bill 

188, An Act Concerning Financial Assistance to Local Health Departments for Lead 
Poisoning Prevention.  As you are aware, in 2007 the Connecticut General Assembly 
passed legislation to establish and administer a program of financial assistance to local 
health departments for lead poisoning prevention and control services.   

 
The overall reduction in childhood lead levels over the last three decades has been 

one of public health’s great success stories, both nationally and in Connecticut.  Local 
health departments have been instrumental in helping reduce the deleterious effects of 
childhood lead poisoning.  Specifically, local health departments manage cases, conduct 
epidemiologic and environmental investigation, and order remediation or abatement of 
properties that resulted in unacceptable lead levels in children tested. 

 
Raised Bill 188 would streamline the funding process to ensure that local health 

departments receive, in a timely and direct manner, the resources needed to continue case 
management services, lead poisoning educational services, environmental health services, 
health education services, and participation in the Department of Public Health’s data 
collection system with respect to lead poisoning prevention and control.  Accordingly, 
CADH supports Raised Bill 188. 

 
CADH is a nonprofit organization comprised of Connecticut’s 77 local health 

departments and districts.  Since its incorporation in 1996, CADH has and continues to 
convene, engage, mobilize, and support Connecticut’s local health departments and 
districts to strengthen and assure efficient and effective delivery of public health services.  
Local health directors are the statutory agents of the Commissioner of Public Health and 
are critical providers of essential public health services at the local level in Connecticut.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 


