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Bonhomme, Penny

From: Susan Israel JNEGGNNGG————
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2012 9:36 PM
To: PHC Testimony

Subject: HB 5527

To the Public Health Committee
Testimony for H.B. 5527
March 21, 2012

Submitted by Susan Israel, MD

I am Susan Israel, a physician who has been following health care reform and privacy rights. |
would like to suggest that the working group that studies health care reform has an
adequate number of physicians, especially representing private practice, as the group
evaluates potential changes to health care delivery systems. If, for example, physicians are
pushed out of private practice, it would be an enormous loss for patients, and it would be
the end of medicine as we know it. Patients would lose a provider who is paid by them and
answers to them and meets their needs. It is critical that physicians are well represented in
order to have a balanced picture of the problems of providing excellent care to patients. The
devil is often in the details which need to be brought to the table while policies are being
formed. For example, it would be helpful to have a cardiologist who would bring experience
with the interface between outpatient testing and inpatient hospital care. We would want to
make sure that payment systems such as bundling do not reduce the quality or quantity of
care, or push physicians out of practice.

Thank you very much for this consideration.
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