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Honorable Co-Chairs Senator Gerratana and Representative Rilter, Honorable Vice-Chairs
Senator Slossberg and Representative Lyddy, Ranking Members Senator Welch and
Representative Perillo, and other distinguished members of the Public Health Committee:

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit testimony in support of House Bill 5499,
An Act Concerning Regulations Relating to Hospice Care. As I understand it, there will be
proposed today by several speakers a revision to secnon (a) beginning at line 6 of this legislation
which I support.!

L appear today as a state representative in support of a very important piece of legislation; yet, 1
speak as a resident of the City of Stamford with a personal and intimate awareness of an
invaluable service once provided to our community that is no more.

On July 16, 2011, a dear family member passed away at the Rosenthal Hospice in Stamford,
Connecticut. My Aunt Berdie left behind three children, a husband, two granddaughters and a
tremendous amount of other family members and friends. She loved books, talking, teaching,
and everything and anything having to do with Cape Cod.

menns for H.B.5499 section () Notwnhsmnding the provisions of chapters 368v and 368z, an organization licensed as 1 hospice [pursuant to
the Pubkic Health Code] by the Department of Public Health or certified as a hospice pursuant to 42 USC 1393x, shall be avthorized to operate a
sesidence—for-terminally-Hl-pessonsforthepurpose-ef providing-hospice-hame—care-trrangementi-including - but-notlimited-ta-hespice-home
enre—services-and-supplementalservicss: hospice facility, including a hospice residence, for the purpose of providing hospice services for
terminally lll patients who are fn need of hospice home care or hospice inpatient servicas, The hospice facility, Including a hospice residence

must be able to provide the following levels of hosplice care: routine, general inpatient , continuous or respite. Sueh-wrancements-shall-be
prawdeé%a—ﬁmse-paﬂen&s—whweul&eﬂiemse—;eeem«sueh—eare—irem—?amr}y—members- The residence shall provide a homelike stmosphere for
such patients and their family members -far—&ﬂm&peﬂad-deemed—apprepﬂaie—fer——ham&-heal&h«eare—semee&uﬁdeﬁhke-e&reumsldnees- Any
hospice that operates o hospiee facility or residence pursuant to the provisions of this section shall coeperade with the Commissioner of Public
Health to develop standards for the licensure and operation of such facilities and residences hemes,

SERVING STAMFORD




The care and environment provided by the Rosenthal Hospice for both my Aunt Berdie and just
as importantly, her family, was absolutely remarkable and I believe unlike the care that was
available anywhere else in our surrounding area.

The Rosenthal Hospice opened in the year 2000 with the intent being for the facility to ultimately
be licensed as a hospice; however, until the regulations governing hospices in Connecticut were
revised Rosenthal fell under the nursing home licensure and regulations. The revisions did not
happen. It proved remarkably difficult for a twelve-bed hospice facility to fulfill the standards
governing nursing homes. Sadly, in December 2011, Rosenthal Hospice closed its doors
following the death of Peggy Andrall, its final resident, on December 8, 2011.

A 12-bed hospice facility like Rosenthal cannot operate in the State of Connecticut under current
regulations. It has been tried in my hometown and it failed.

Our family members, our friends, our neighbors and our constituents should have access to
facilities whose primary purpose is hospice care within or in close proximity to the communities
that they call home.

Six weeks ago my wife and [ welcomed our third child, a beautiful little girl named Maura
Kelley Fox. Over these past few sleepless weeks I have reflected upon the manner by which we
prepare for a loved one’s arrival so as to ensure that this time period is one filled with care and
compassion. '

Connecticut has done 1'emarkable-ﬂlings in the field of hospice care. We must continue to do
what is necessary to ensure that the care and compassion we provide for our loved ones at the
beginning of their lives is similarly available and provided for them at the end of their lives.

I believe that the underlying legislation is a significant step in that direction. T ask for the
Committee’s support of this legislation and thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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