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Representative Ritter, Senator Gerratana, and members of the Public Health 

Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to submit this written testimony in support of 
House Bill 5333. As the immediate past chair of Donate Life Connecticut and the Public 
Education Specialist for LifeChoice Donor Services, the non-profit organ procurement 
organization serving counties in Connecticut and Massachusetts, I urge you to support 
House Bill 5333.  Only 40% of licensed drivers are registered as organ and tissue 
donors in the state of Connecticut. It is critical for more state residents to be educated 
about donation in order for them to make an informed decision about joining the Donor 
Registry at the Department of Motor Vehicles. This legislation will help our community 
save lives. 

In 2004, my 49 year old mother received a life-saving liver transplant. I was in 
college when my father called to tell me that a medication she had been taking had 
destroyed her liver…making a transplant the only option for survival. We were told that 
she had days to live. I boarded a plane from Georgia…hoping for a miracle. On 
November 7, an organ donor saved my mother’s life and returned her to her family and 
friends.  

In the years following her transplant, we began corresponding with my mother’s 
donor family with the help of LifeChoice. The family told us about their 18 year old son, 
David, who died tragically in a motorcycle accident. David was a recent high school 
graduate and an Eagle Scout. He was a loving and generous young man, a charmer 
and loved anything that went fast—he built ramps in the backyard for his bikes and 
made his own go-kart. He was also registered as an organ and tissue donor—a 
decision he made when he first received his driver’s license.  
Because of David, my mother was able to watch me walk down the aisle and hold her 
first two grandsons. She saw my younger brother graduate high school and will see him 
graduate college. We are eternally grateful for David and his most precious gift. 

Inspired by David and the clear decision he made to save lives, I began working 
for LifeChoice. Today, I am responsible for helping the community understand the 
importance of joining the Donor Registry when receiving or renewing a driver’s license. 
My hope is that more people in our community will realize how much this decision 
matters—like David did even at the young age of 18.  



I thoroughly support this legislation because it will give Connecticut residents 
access to the facts about donation. A collaborative panel of leaders will identify more 
opportunities to educate state residents about this decision. If more people join the 
Donor Registry, people like my mother will be given a second chance at life. With the 
help of this legislation, the importance of making the decision to donate will be clear to 
many…like it was to David.   
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
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