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Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter and Members of the Committee:

| am the Executive Director of the CT Coalition of Taft-Hartley Health Funds.
We are a not for profit, voluntary organization of self-funded, labor and
management jointly administered health plans providing benefits for
approximately 50,000 Connecticut union members and their families.

We are pleased to submit testimony in support of House Bill 5038 to create
and implement an All Payer Claims Database Program (APCD) in
Connecticut. This proposed legisiation is long overdue and will allow health
plan sponsors, such as our Coalition members, as well as state agencies,
consumers, public health and policy researchers and all our citizens to better
understand and evaluate how and where our precious health care dollars are
spent. This information will provide policy makers, plan sponsors, payers,
providers and consumers with the ability to understand best practices, make
better health care decisions and to design and implement the most cost
effective arrangements that enhance the quality of healthcare.

All payer claims database programs are well established and functioning in a
number of other states including our New England neighbors Massachusetis,
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine; and many other states are in various
stages of exploration or development of their own programs. In fact, there is
a national organization of government, private, non-profit and academic
organizations focused on the development and deployment of state-based all
payer claims databases called the All Payer Claims Database Council. Their
website is www.apcdcouncil.org.
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We recognize that this initiative represents a major change for both payers
and providers in Connecticut. But it is a change that is necessary and
inevitable and where APCDs have been established, the added transparency
has proven to be a significant benefit for employers and consumers alike— and
does not pose a threat to the payer/provider relationship.

Two final but critical notes: First, I'm sure all Committee members are
concerned about the security and confidentiality of health care data, protected
health information. We share that concern, as do our members and most
people in this era of near daily reports of unintended disclosures of confidential
banking, credit card and protected health information. We believe that the
necessary technology and security protocols do exist and that they should
always be considered of the utmost priority. For that reason, we do not
believe that the inclusion of social security numbers is necessary or critical to
the success of an APCD and we urge that they not be included in the required
data at this time.

Second, since the potential for significant civil penalties exists for the failure to
report required data, we believe there should be a specific exemption for

reporting entities where their claims data is submitted by other reporting
entities.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and, again, we strongly
support passage of H.B. 5038.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert Tessier
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