Co-Chairmen and Members
Planning and Development Committee
Hartford, CT 06106

Testimony of Molly McKay

Re: S.B. 343, AAC INTERVENTION IN PERMIT PROCEEDINGS
PURSUANT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT OF
1971.

Good morning Co-Chairmen and Committee Members:

My name is Molly McKay and | strongly oppose S.B. 343.
This bill is unfair to citizens who take action to make sure
developments tread lightly on our resources and follow the
rules that protect our air, water and earth.

Basically, there is nothing wrong with the current law on
intervention. The statute and established case law is fair to

both sides. Since the passage of CEPA (Connecticut

Environmental Protection Act) some 40 years ago, the
law has helped citizens prevent environmental degradation

Developers are protected too by law from frivolous and costly
litigation. A good example is the case of Blue Back Square in
West Hartford which recovered $30 million when another mall
was charged with harassment in bringing their suit against the
Blue Back development.

The unfairness to the public in SB 343 is
evident in several of the requirements of this
proposed bill:

Intervenors would have to provide levels of pleading and
proof that go beyond normal requirements,



If unsuccessful, intervenors would have to pay the costs
that the action caused the developer; yet, the other
parties would not be subject to such charges.

Intervenors would have to disclose their sources of
funding and names of members. This could lead to
harassment.

Intervenors would have to present their case before the
applicants and developers present theirs.

Intervenors would have no right to appeal.

These measures are punitive to intervenors and would
discourage citizens from opposing developments which
they deem would cause unreasonable and degrading
environmental harm.

Even under existing law, which I believe is fair, it is
difficult and often costly in time and money, for the
public to bring an action in order to protect the
environment. Intervenors must take time off from work,
sometimes travel long distance to get to the capital, do
their own research and often pay expenses such as
copying and printing.

Please vote NO on this bill.

Molly McKay, Mystic, CT miolfvivnckev@amail.com



