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Testimony on H.B. No. 5291 AN ACT INCREASING THE MINIMUM WAGE, REMOVING THE
MINIMUM WAGE TIP CREDIT, AND INCREASING PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO PAY
THE MINIMUM WAGE,

My name is Jeff Pugliese and I am the Director of Government Affairs at the Middiesex County
Chamber of Commerce in Middletown, The Middlesex Chamber is a dynamic business organization
with over 2400 members that employ over 50,000 people. I am writing you today in regards to the
proposed increase to the minimum-wage in the State of Connecticut. There is serious concern within
 the Middlesex business community and we urge you to reject this measure, We are beginning to see
signs of a real economic recovery but one that is fragile and reversible. Our membership believes that
this is the worst possible time to raise the minimum-wage. Our membership also stands in opposition
to the removal of the minimum wage tip credit and efforts to mandate that restaurants pay their
employees minimuim wage. This is a time to encourage growth and hiring and these proposals do

just the opposite.

For the past six years our Chamber has a received a grant from Workforce Alliance in New Haven to
administer the Middletown Summer Youth Employment Program. This program has put at least 30
Middletown students to work each summer and as many as 70 in 2009 when the federal stimulus
package provided some funding for sunmer youth employment. We utilize our membership to place
these students into great jobs from the public sector, the nonprofit sector and most notably the private
sector. They typically work for a period of six weeks at 20 hours per week. Program participants are
placed on to Chamber payroll and are paid minimuin wage through grant funds, An increase in the
minimum wage would foree us to hire fewer kids and would add to our already long waiting list full

of kids who do not get to experience summer employment.

In closing, I urge you to reject an increase in the minimum-wage in the State of Connecticut, If this
proposal were to become law, hard fought economic gains would be threatened and a youth program
that develops tomorrow’s workforce will be weakened. Thank you for the opportunity to provide

testimony.,
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