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The Office of the As Probate Court Administrator supports this bill.

The appointment of a guardian ad litem to represent the interests of a respondent
in conservatorship proceedings has long been a matter resting in the discretion
of the probate courts. Courts should make such appointments sparingly, because
the involvement of a guardian ad litem may add to the cost and complexity of the
proceeding. At the same time, situations can and do arise in which the
appointment of a guardian ad litem is essential to ensure that the outcome of the
proceeding promotes the best interests of the conserved person.

My office has worked with the proponents of the bill to craft this language, which
establishes reasonable guidelines for judges when appointing guardians ad litem.
We urge the committee to approve the bill.




