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Inauranes and Reel Estate Commitisa, Public Hearing March 15, 2012

Testimony In Support of Ralued Bill Ro. 5486, AN ACT CONCERNING HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR PRESCRIPTION DRUGS AND BREAST
THERMOGRAPHY.

My name 1s Peler Wade, MD. | am Lhe medical dlrecior for neuralegy ol Tha Mandell Comprehansive M8 Center
ters In Harttord, CT. § am aiso on tha Baard of Trustadt of the Connecticut Chapter of the National Mulpls
Scleroaly Sociely. Dur MB Cenitot opsned s littla more then four yesra sgo. Wo are caring for aimost 1,000
patients sutfering from multiple sciarosls.

We requast that you pase HBSLSS, An Act Conceming Health insurence Coverage for Preacription Drugs
and Brezat Thermography, My etaff end | suppart Section | of the bill which would cap out of pockst expensed
for presciplion drugs including specislty drugs a1 51,000 lor ndividuals and $2,000 for tamiliee.

The cost of tha various medications to teal the disezse ialf 56 wall as ks consaguencas (paln, spasticlly, bowst
end bladdar dystunction, depraasion, fatigua, limited mobity ahd embulstion, ele.) can be prohibitive.,

Tho disasss modifyng medications imit the nuribst of ptizcks of relapsed end ace proven to delay diazhity.
work by disrupting the neurclogic pathways and proceasos thel lead to braln Useve damege end ecaring
Untroatsd, 75% of patients with MS will have timited mobliity and requive R39i3tancs with pmbulation within 10-15
years. Tha &ge of diagnosia is often In tha fata leans lo earfy 20'9. Tha cumrant avaliable megications elfectively
docreass the number of ottacks and defay the aecumulation of disabifity allewing patients to maintain tuncion end

confinus to romaln employed.

The burcan of mvedicalion coals is being shifted from the lnsurers to tha Insured. These medicaliond kre vory
oxpenta o discovar and producs. The resulls of this cost shifting oflen Imits eccesa to madicationa.

| mysa¥ euffer from M3, The copays for the varlous medications that | take esch month aré now §288kronth. The
rosultant out of pocket oot I $3,180/yesr. This s just @ single parsonid axmmpio of the costs often Incurred by
putients suffering from MS. Many of my paients sre of fixed of imited incomes. The high co-pey coats ere often
bayond thalr means to afford and they have Lo go without thase ¢riteal fraatments,

Passage of HB5840, An Acl Concaining Health lnsurance Govecage for Prascription Druge and Breast
Thetmography will help brovide access to thass tritieally needed medications that haip patisats A3 tand heakhlet

and more productivs lives.




