
 
 
 
 

Submitted to the Committee on Human Services   

3/1/12 Public Hearing 

 

Please SUPPORT Senate Bill 230 – An Act Concerning Community Choices for Long-Term 
Care and Disability Services 

 

As one of the three fully functioning Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs) in 
Connecticut, collectively operating what is known as the Community Choices program, the North 
Central ADRC is committed to providing a seamless continuum of care for our consumers.  Our 
partnership which consists of the North Central Area Agency on Aging, Independence Unlimited, 
and CT Community Care Inc., envisions an inclusive community where adults of all abilities living 
in north central Connecticut are valued, respected and receive seamless and easily accessible 
services that allow them independent life within their communities.  We strive to empower people 
of all ages and abilities who live in north central Connecticut to remain in their communities by 
ensuring access to supports and services that maximize their freedom, choice, and independence. 

Formalizing the Community Choices Program, the intended outcome of Senate Bill 230, is a key 
component to Connecticut’s ability to both streamline access to services and to ensure access to 
future federal funds.  Historically, Connecticut has been slow to embrace the concept of the 
ADRC’s and the Single-Entry Point paradigm.  In most other states across the nation, the Aging and 
Disability Resource Centers have found natural partnerships within their State Health Insurance 
Programs (CHOICES), Medicaid Waiver Programs (the CT Home Care Program for Elders), 
locally administered funding for Disability Services (Centers for Independent Living) and their Real 
Choice Initiatives (Money Follows the Person). 

As Connecticut seeks to rebalance its long-term care system and investigate alternative funding 
structures to support these ventures, the access to and availability of unbiased and accurate 
information on the wide range of services and supports should be one of our most valued and cost-
effective diversion activities. Adding the Community Choices program to state statute reaffirms 
Connecticut’s commitment to a community-based infrastructure, ensures that that Connecticut has 
access to and is poised to compete for future federal funds, and supports the goals established by the 
Long Term Care Needs Assessment, the pre-eminent strategy document available to date.  We ask 
that you consider the impact of such an investment in Connecticut’s future. We think you’ll agree 
that the time has come. 

Very truly yours, the principals in the North Central Aging and Disability Resource Center, 
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