Testimony of Attorney Elton B. Harvey, Il in support of Raised S.B. No. 241 An Act
Allowing Adjunct Faculty Members of the Regional Community-Technical College
System to Waive Membership in a State Retirement Plan before the Education
Committee on March 8, 2012

Senator Stillman, Representative Fleischmann, Committee Members, thank you for the opportunity to
present testimony in support of Raised S.B. No. 241 An Act Allowing Adjunct Faculty Members of the
Regional Community-Technical College System to Waive Membership in a State Retirement Plan.

| am an attorney whose has over 40 years of experience in Connecticut Real Estate law. | have
been a title searcher, title insurance counsel, and, for the last 25 years, a lawyer in private practice. |
currently teach real estate law-related classes as an adjunct faculty member at Manchester Community
College and Naugatuck Valley Community College. In any given year my income from teaching is
probably not more than $2000.00. As an adjunct faculty member, | am a part time employee of the
State of Connecticut, and, pursuant to the present collective bargaining agreement, required to
participate in the retirement program available to State employees.

As a private practicing attorney, however, my actual retirement is whatever | can deposit on a
yearly basis into my IRA retirement account. My situation is similar to other adjunct instructors. We
teach, not for the money, but for the enjoyment. We bring a wealth of experience to the table but have
full time jobs elsewhere.

Here is the problem. The IRS, each year, disallows the IRA payment that | make because | am a
member of the State of Connecticut retirement plan. | do not contribute to the plan and, if | were to live
to be 150 years old, | would probably not be able to participate in the plan because | do not earn
sufficient income. The present requirement penalizes sole proprietors and people like myself, whose
main source of income does not come from their State employment.

| would ask that this Committee vote favorably on this bill to permit those of us, who truly enjoy
teaching and who have expertise to share, to do so without jeopardizing our existing retirement plans.
Additionally, permitting us to opt-out of the State retirement plan will not have an adverse economic
affect on those adjunct faculty who wish to participate in such a plan.

Thank you for your consideration.

/s/ Elton B. Harvey, Il

Elton B. Harvey, llI
Commissioner of the Superior Court



