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Good morning Senator Bye, Representative Willis, and members of the Higher
Education and Employment Advancement Committee. My name is Vincent Loffredo,
Director of Government Relations for the Connecticut Education Association,
representing over 40,000 teachers across the state.

I am here to speak in favor of Raised Bill No. 39 An Act Concerning Requirements For
Early Childhood Educators.

CEA supports the purpose of this bill to clarify the staff qualification requirements for
early childhood education programs serving infants, toddters or preschool age
chiidren and accepting state funds for such programs’ child care or school readiness

programs.

This bill clarifies PA 11-54- Senate Bill 927 that the Connecticut General Assembly
adopted last year. '

For the record, CEA also wants the committee to know of our on-going concerns for
the credentialing requirements of early childhood educators that is contained in the
underiying bill. And to that point, attached is our testimony from last year.

“At a time when we are raising standards and requirements, we must set high qguality

standards for early educators as weli. It is time to raise our expectations and increase
teaching standards at this crucial juncture in children’s lives.” !

Thank you for your consideration of our testimony.

(1) AView From The Classroom Proven Ideas For Student Achievement Connecticut Education Association January
2012
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T Good mmnmg Senator Bye, Representative Wlllls, and members of lhe 3
S nghel Education and Employment Advancement Commiltce. . My namc :
960.525.5641, 600.3 2 43! ¢ BRSO is Ray Rossomando, Legislative Coordinator for the Connecticut . -
| Fax 860-725-6362 R ;f‘ducatlon Assocmtion representing 40,000 te‘lchem acmss the st'xte
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SR am here to speak about SB927 An Act Conccnung Requucmoms f‘ol
““Early Childhood Educators, CEA does not support this bil} in lts current

"foml. .

i Connecllcut leachels believe that the greatest polemlal for Connccucut to
- close the achievément gap is in its ability to provide high quality ‘-
. educational opportunities (o young learners facmg the greatest obstacles
" . The CEA has long been a proponent of i improving early childhood
“education by, among other goals, requiring bachelor’s degrees and
y celllhcallon for pre-kindergarten educators. :

'The legislature endorsed this goal when it passed Iegi's!atic'm phasing in a

requirement for an Associate and 4-year degree in2000(00-187). It

: further moved toward the more rigorous ¢redential of a State Department
- of Education certification (PA 05-245), Unfortunately, Connectu,ul has
S contmually postponed reaching these goals,

: SB927 changes the phase-in of higher quality credentials for early

childhood educators. This potentially delays long-awaited assurances that

~ more trained educators will be in place to help close the achievement gap

affecting our youngest learners. To illustrate the proposed change;
attached is a table comparing the current law phase-in of credentials with
that which is proposed in SB927.




Specifically, we are concerned about three aspecis of the legislation:

1) It permits the commissioner of Higher Education to determine which “equivalent
credentials” would qualify as meeting certain professional requirements of staff, Such
_ language is vague and risks expanding the pool of workers to those inadequately frained
in early childhood education,

2) It changes the proportion of staff required to have a Bachelor’s Degree or SDE :
- Cerllﬁcalion by replacmg, a specific condition with a vaguer one. Current law requires .

“at least one person in each classroom” to possess a degree or certification. The proposed -

legistation replaces this condition with an unclear requirement that 50% of those with -
~ “primary responsibility for a group of children” have a Bachelor's Degree. It is unclear.

who has “primary responsibility” and it appears to dilute the goal of increasing the

number of highly qualified educators. '

" 3) It completely eliminates the strongest credential that would be required of educators,
~ - SDE cextification. According to the bill, as of 2020, a certificate would not qualify as an
-early educator credential, leaving the less rigorous Bachelor’s Degree as a weaker
standard

Early educatioﬁ is critically important for all students (o reach their potential; it is d'ouny critical

- foward closing the achievement gap. At a time that we are improving standards for certlﬁcatlon,

SR -_ -lhlS blll Iowers lhe standards for pre-school. This takes us in the wrong direction,

By'conlinuaﬂy delaying higher standards for early childhood educators, we pe-rpeluaté low

~wages, exacerbate high turnover, and fuel a revolving door system of employment that cannot be .~ . :

expected to meet our expectations. At a time when we are working to Race To The Top, our
preparation of early learners should not race to the bottom,

- Advocates of early education have long urged the state to implement higher standards by

requiting early childhood certification. Past legislatures have agreed. We urge this committeeto -~~~

reject any legislation that delays or compromises this goal.

Thal‘l_k you. |




Phasc-in of Early Educ¢ators Credentials

Current Law vs. SB927 (LCO 3116)

Current Law
‘prior to 2015

Current Law
on or after 2015

Condition: There is at least one
person in each_ classroom who has:

- 1. SDE Certificate in Early

Childhood;
- 2. 4-Year Degrees w/ 12 credits

in Early Childhood;

3. Associates w/ 12 credits In

. Early Childhaod; or

4, Approved Credentiat + 12
credits in EC or Child Dvpt.

Condition; There s at least one
parson in each classroom who has:

1. SDE Certificate in Early
Chitdhood; or

2. Bachelors in Early Childhood
or Child Development.

-5B927 $8927 $B927.
Proposed Proposed " Proposed -
prior to 2015 on or after 2015 on or after2020.

.| Canditlon: There Is at least one
_person in each classroom who has:

1..SDE Certificate in Early
Childhood;

2. 4-Year Degrees w/ 12 credits
in Early Childhood;

3, Associates w/ 12 credits In
Early Childhood; or

4, Childhood Dvpt Associate
Degree or Equivalent
Credential,

" {adds that credits qualify "as
determined by DHE, SDE, and D5S")

Condition: 50% of those with
"primary responsibility for a group
of children” have:

1. SDE Certificate in Early
Childhood;
2, Bachelors in Farly Childhood,
Child Development, Child
Study,-or Human Growth; or

3. Remalnlng % have: Assoclate
Deg. in Early Childhood, Child
Development, Child Study, or
Human Growth.

100% of those with “primary
responslbility for a group of
children” have: .~

i 'Eliml‘na‘tes: ?eduirefﬁent_'fo_r' :
SDE Certificate -~ = - -

2. Bachelors n Early Childhood, | -~

Child Development, Child
Study, or Human Growth,

Prepared by CEA




