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To The Legislature:

I am here in opposition to Bill 5021. I question, and I ask that you question, not the
motivation but the projected outcome should this bill be passed.

I actually support the motivation for this bill if in fact it was to lower prices, provide
increased convenience, open up competition and to grow tax revenue to the state by
increasing sales. I simply cannot see this being the outcome of the specific proposed
items.

The addition of Sunday opening, extension of hours for retail stores and restaurants and
allowing more outlets for beer sales might add convenience for some consumers, but the
risks of late night purchasing of alcohol should be considered. Whether or not these
changes would increase sales is debatable and not substatiated.

What I see as having a potentially dire, negative outcome would be the elimination of
minimum bottle pricing, quantity discounts and increasing the two permit limit to 9.

These proposed changes need very meticulous and deliberate research. This is my plea to
you.

Wouldn’t the elimination of the minimum bottle pricing and allowing quantity discounts
give almost all the power to the very few, top tiers of the business?

Wouldn’t allowing 9 permits open the door to the largest “box stores™?

So, now we have two or three global conglomerates conirolling most all of the big brand
names, dictating to a handful of national retailers - all in our state.

My fear is that the landscape will be radically changed to the rapidly encroaching mall
culture of mediocrity depicting a faceless, hollow, and passionless source for our citizens
to purchase their wine and liquor. Only a miniscule percentage of small and mid-sized
retailers can survive quantity discounts and the elimination of minimum bottle pricing.



This leads me to the most serious of all consequences, the elimination of many hundreds
of jobs. Let’s take a moment here. | don’t mean to be dramatic, but this is dire...I’d like
to ask everyone in this room to ask themselves this question. If three major national
retailers own twenty-seven liquor permits in our state, putting choice and quality of
service aside, what will the net effect be on employment? If the answer is negative then I
ask you to vote no to 5021. If the answer is at all questionable I don’t understand why are
we even talking about these changes now? We don’t need profits leaving our state. We
need jobs. We need jobs desperately. Now. We need small business ownership to thrive.
Desperately. Now. Connecticut citizens desperately need the support of our leaders not
the abandonment.



