February 28, 2012

Co-Chair Paul R. Doyle

Co-Chair Joseph J. Taborsak
Senator Kevin D. Witkos
Representative Rosa C. Rebimbas

Members of the General Law Committee,

My name is Matt Mitchell, T am the third generation of my family to work at the Norbert
E. Mitchell company located in Danbury. The company was started by my grandfather
after he returned from World War II, and the company continues to be run by our family
today.

We own and operate convenience stores in the grater Danbury area, serving thousands of
customers in northwest Connecticut. 1 am here today in support of bill number 5021,
AN ACT CONCERNING COMPETITIVE ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR PRICING AND
HOURS OF OPERATION FOR PERMITTEES.

While we support bill number 5021 in its entirety, ] am here to speak about the language
contained in section 7 that pertains to the sale of beer at convenience stores.

The way the law is written today, my convenience stores are prohibited from selling beer,
while stores located just across the state the boarder in New York are able to sell beer.
This is not only unfair, but it has placed us at a competitive disadvantage for many years,
hurting our ability to drive business to Connecticut.

Many of the potential customers that we attempt to get to come to our convenience stores
that work in New York, but live in western Connecticut, will stop in New York for the
convenience of purchasing beer before they return home.

When they stop in New York to pick up beer, it is more convenient to pick up other
products that they otherwise would be buying here in our state from my stores and others
like them. These lost sales mean less opportunity for Connecticut businesses and less tax
revenue for the state.

Family owned convenience stores work hard to earn customers, but unfortunately
Connecticut has a law that undermines our efforts. Bill number 5021 fixes that and
rewards store owners like me for our commitment to providing jobs in our communities
and bringing competitive prices to the public.

We are all aware of the deficit that the state is dealing with and the difficult economy that
businesses are operating in. Bill number 5021 brings consumers back to Connecticut to
buy products offered at our stores and sold by our employees.



Bill number 5021 allows our businesses to be more competitive, expands choices for our
customers and makes Connecticut a place that you can do business in.

T urge the General Law Committee to support bill namber 5021, AN ACT
CONCERNING COMPETITIVE ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR PRICING AND HOURS OF
OPERATION FOR PERMITTEES, and allow convenience stores to profit, the state to
grow revenue without raising taxes, and provide job security for many people who rely
on us to earn a living.

Respectfully,

Matt Mitchell

Norbert E. Mitchell Co. Inc.
7 Federal Road

Danbury, CT



