Testimony on Bill No 5021 AN ACT CONCERNING COMPETITIVE ALCOHOLIC
LIQUOR PRICING AND HOURS OF OPERATION FOR PERMITTEES.

Kevin Curry, Owner, Danby’s of Meriden (Convenience Store)

My name is Kevin Curry I represent Danby's of Meriden. We are a small business in Central
Connecticut. T was educated in our local schools where I still volunteer my time and hire
students from those same schools today. [ was fortunate to work for a small family business
where 1 was offered the opportunity to become an owner. Owning a convenience store or any
business in Connecticut is difficult. We need all the business we can get for our stores.

I am here to speak on behalf of the hundreds of convenience store owners, managers and
employees that have come to the Capitol today to support this bill. Convenience stores in CT
provide consumers with the flexibility to shop for food, beverages and other items in their
neighborhoods. We are also a very important partner with the State of Connecticut, as we are the
largest distribution channel for lottery tickets, along with package stores and grocery stores.

I am here today to support Bill No. 5021. 1 believe this bill is good for my customers and my
small business because it will create more competition and permit my store to sell a product
(beer) that is widely available at convenience stores in surrounding states.

One of the stores I have worked in for years was at the crossroads of CT at the intersection
of [-91 the Merritt Parkway and 1-691, I can't tell you how many times someone from out of state
would come to our store and ask for beer and we would tell them that we were not allowed to sell
beer in our convenience stores in CT. They could not believe it. Luckily we are not on the border
of CT where the customer simply crosses the state line to buy beer on Sundays and yes even in
Convenience stores,

Our stores are run by local people who are part of the local community. We are members
of the Rotary club, sponsoring the Little League teams, volunteering for the local non-profits in
our community. People want to come to the convenience store for the simplicity that we offer.

This bill is pro-business; pro-consumer it's about the choice for the consumer. What is
easier for "the taxpayers in Connecticut" and what is better for the small businesses of CT. We
think this will be better in the long run and most people will see very little change other, than
ease for the consumer. We need to change the 8§0-year-old Blue laws that are on the books and
get up to date.

Thank you for your time and I look forward to any questions you may have.



