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Senator Daily, Representative Widlitz, and members of the Committee, thank you for 
the opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of the Judicial Branch regarding 
Senate Bill 25, An Act Authorizing and Adjusting Bonds of the State for Capital 
Improvements, Transportation and Other Purposes. We respectfully request an 
addition to this bill in order to begin to address the dire need for a new Juvenile Matters 
courthouse to serve the Middletown/Meriden area.  We ask that the following language 
be added: 
 
 Proposed Amendment to S.B. 25:   

 Add the following after section 40:  

Sec. 41.  Subsection (n) of section 21 of P.A. 11-57 is repealed and the following is 
substituted in lieu thereof: 

(n) For the Judicial Department:  
(1) Alterations, renovations and improvements to buildings and grounds at state-
owned and maintained facilities, not exceeding [$5,000,000] $4,000,000;  
(2) Security improvements at various state-owned and maintained facilities, not 
exceeding $ 1,000,000;  
(3) Implementation of the technology strategic plan project, not exceeding $ 
5,000,000.  
(4) Planning and development for a new juvenile matters courthouse at 
Meriden, not exceeding $1,000,000. 

 
As you can see, we are not asking for additional bond funds, but are seeking 
authorization to use $1,000,000.00 of the existing funds for a different purpose.   

Through the Department of Public Works, the Judicial Branch has been unsuccessfully 
seeking to lease new premises for the Juvenile Matters courthouses in Middletown and 

  



  

Rockville for the past ten years.  The search has been unfruitful.  In light of this fact, a 
decision was made to pursue construction, rather than leasing, for these courthouses.    

The situation in Middletown, where the lease for the current juvenile courthouse will 
expire on June 30th of this year, is the most desperate.  Because we have not been able to 
secure a new location, the juvenile court functions in Middletown will be split up and 
moved into temporary quarters in two other Judicial Branch facilities.   This is far from 
optimal and we hope it will be short-term.  A site for a new Juvenile Matters courthouse 
to serve this area has been identified on existing state property in Meriden.  Adding this 
language to the bill will allow us to begin the process of constructing a new juvenile 
courthouse on that site.  The funding we propose adding at this time would be used for 
site analysis, project budgeting and beginning the design process.   

 Thank you for your consideration.  
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