—

City of Middletown Public Works Department
Recycling Division
245 Dekoven Drive
Middletown, CT 06457
860-344-3526
www. cityofmiddl/etown.com

Written Testimony of Kim O’Rourke, of the City of Middletown & member of the
CT Product Stewardship Council
Before the Connecticut General Assembly Environment Committee
March 16, 2012

Testimony in Support of:
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Dear Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, and
honorable members of the Environment Committee,

Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, and members of the Environment Committee, my
name is Kim O’Rourke and my testimony is in support of SB 93. | am the Recycling
Coordinator for the City of Middletown and a member of the CT Product Stewardship
Council. Thank you for the opportunity to address this important issue.

SB 93 is an important step forward in reducing mercury exposure in our environment.
CT has banned the sale of mercury-containing thermostats, however, we still have many,
many thermostats in homes and buildings that contain mercury. As these are replaced,
we need to have a sustainable program in place to collect and recycle these materials.

SB 93 will require that themostat manufacturers finance and manage the collection and
recycling of mercury thermostats and give incentives for the return of the end of life
thermostats. Statistics from programs in other states demonstrate that financial incentives
are necessary to increase the recovery rate of the thermostats. Unfortunately people are
less inclined to recycle this material if there is no incentive.


http://www.cityofmiddletown.com/

Please support this bill, including the financial incentive for recycling.
Thank you for your consideration.

Kim O’Rourke

Middletown Recycling Coordinator
Kim.orourke@MiddletownCT.Gov
860-344-3526



mailto:Kim.orourke@MiddletownCT.Gov

