
Testimony Concerning Raised Bill 5446 
 

I would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to express my 
support of Raised Bill, 5446, AN ACT CONCERNING PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL 
CONTROL OFFICER TRAINING. 
 
I am a registered voter in West Haven, and I am an Animal Control Officer within the State of 
Connecticut. 
 
I have been an Animal Control Officer for over 15 years. Animal Control Officers play many 
rolls in their communities. My Animal Control is a Division of a Police Department that enforces 
all State Laws and Town Ordinance related to animals. It is the responsibility of the Animal 
Control Division to investigate roaming dogs, animal bites, cruelty to animals, barking 
nuisance, unreasonable tethering or confining of a dog, town defecation ordinance, leash law, 
valid rabies vaccination, dog licensure and rabies related wildlife complaints that present an 
eminent danger to the public. It is the goal of my Animal Control Division to educate the public 
on humane animal care and to place impounded animals into qualified homes. 
 
We have a lot of responsibility and we are responsible for determining outcomes in the lives of 
animals and human beings. Animal Control Officers have the power to arrest people. Animal 
Control Officers are not required to be trained in the State of CT. Does this make sense? Not 
to me. 
 
 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and I do hope you will strongly support this 
important piece of legislation. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rachel Solveira 
15 Laurel Street 
West Haven, CT 06516 
203-231-7990 


