Dear Members of the Committee on Environment:

| strongly urge you to support H.B. No. 5413. AN ACT CONCERNING INVASIVE
PLANTS which grants the University of Connecticut $90,000 for the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources' Department of Plant Science and Landscape
Architecture to fund an invasive plants coordinator to assist the Invasive Plants Council
in developing early detection and rapid response plans, educating the public regarding
invasive species, and training and coordinating volunteers to assist on invasive plant
control projects.

The work performed by the Invasive Plants Council and its coordinator is critical to
environmental education, public health and the environment.

Respectfully,

Ann Astarita

Environmental Scientist



