
I would like to testify on H.B. No 5263 An Act Increasing the Penalty for Poaching. 
  
I am here as citizen of the State of Ct and as a representative of the Connecticut Audubon 
Society.  The Ct Audubon Society is an independant statewide organization with over 10,000 
members.  Our mission is to conserve Connecticut's environment through science-based 
education and advocacy focused on the State's bird populations and their habitats.  We have 
offices throughout the state in Pomfret, Glastonbury, Millford, and Fairfield.  It is very important for 
your support of this Bill.  Right now any one caught poaching or committing most hunting 
violations may only be fined a mere $100.  That is nothing when you consider what goes into 
catching one of these violators.  It is very difficult to catch someone in the act of poaching and 
quite time consuming, and our state conservation officers work very hard to catch these violators 
and in the end are often deflated when these guys get off on such small fines.  These violators 
need to feel the pinch of a real penalty, in order to make them think twice about stealing from our 
fields and forests.  The only people who would be against such an increase in the fines would be 
the very people who would poach our wildlife.  This Bill I imagine would be supported by 
Democrats and Republicans alike.  It also increases the revenue to the State, with the money 
only coming from criminals.  The honest hunters out there that I have talked to are very 
supportive of increasing the fines for poaching.   Many wildlife violations go unreported because 
the current fines are so small.  I think increasing the fines will boost the moral of our state 
conservation officers, who deal with people who have guns every day.  I have personally caught 
and reported many people poaching on our sanctuary in Pomfret.  In the end, these people get a 
little slap on the hand and face virtually no consequences for their actions.  Here is the reason I 
asked Sen. Tony Guglielmo and State Rep. Mike Alberts to create a bill increasing the fines for 
poaching.  In late December of 2010 after deer season was finished.  I found where an abutter to 
the sanctuary had been baiting deer on our sanctuary and shooting them from his house.  He had 
shot and killed three deer and injured a fourth that particular day.  Judging by what I saw there 
this wasn't his first time that year.  When the conservation officer approached him at his house he 
readily admitted guilt.  He was only fined $100 and he got his gun back!  What I failed to mention 
was that just beyond where he was shooting the deer we have a public hiking trail.  Someone 
could have been hurt!  The poacher asked the conservation officer if it was the women walking 
her dog 5 minutes after he shot the deer if she reported him.  Thats how close we were to a 
potential injury.  After I got all the details of what happened I said something has to be done, that 
is why we are here today talking about this issue.  Thanks for your time and please support this 
Bill.   
  
Andy Rzeznikiewicz 
Land Manager 
Connecticut Audubon Society 
PO Box 11 
Pomfret Center, CT. 06259 
arzeznikiewicz@ctaudubon.org 
www.ctaudubon.org 

http://ctaudubon.blogspot.com/ 
860-928-4948 office 
860-428-0968 cell 
890-928-2939 fax 
 

mailto:arzeznikiewicz@ctaudubon.org
http://www.ctaudubon.org/
http://ctaudubon.blogspot.com/

