CONNECTICUT MARINE TRADES ASSOCIATION

20 Plains Road
Essex, CT 06475-1501
(860) 767-2645 » Fax (860) 767-3559 e e-mail cmta@snet.net

March 2, 2012

Environment Committee
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Re: H.B. No. 5257 (RAISED) AN ACT REQUIRING RENTERS OF VESSELS TO
OBTAIN SAFE BOATING CERTIFICATES.

Senator Meyer, Representative Roy and Distinguished Members;

The Connecticut Marine Trades Association (CMTA) and our membership urge you to not
support H.B. No. 5257 (RAISED) AN ACT REQUIRING RENTERS OF VESSELS TO
OBTAIN SAFE BOATING CERTIFICATES. When the Safe Boating Program began, all
operators of vessels required to be numbered in Connecticut were required to have a valid
Safe Boating Certificate. The rental industry was exempted for a number of good reasons.
Most of the rentals were by vacationers, usually from out of state, and they could not be
expected to have previously taken a class and acquired a certificate from our state. There
never was a problem with the rental industry contributing to accident numbers. Requiring
them to do so now will cripple the small powerboat rental business that the poor economy
has let survive.

The Department of Environmental Protection has worked with the rental industry, urging
them to provide operating and safety on the water and guidance to all their renters before
they leave the dock. They ensure that all renters have the appropriate safety gear and
enough life jackets for all potential occupants. Their diligence has paid off in that there is no
accident statistics to support the additional certificate requirements. Rental boats have not
been a factor in the accident or missing vessel statistics over the past twenty years. The
rental industry has done their job well and made sure that their clients have appropriate skills
and information before they are let on the water. Most of the rentals are for 1 day use and
are small outboards.

This bill would virtually wipe out the rental |ndustry in our state, unnecessarily. The
exemption extended to the rental industry was for powerboat rentals of 14 days or less and it
should be noted that there always was a requirement for a renter to hold a personal
watercraft certificate if that was the object to be rented.

We urge you to not support H.B. No. 5257 (RAISED) AN ACT REQUIRING RENTERS
OF VESSELS TO OBTAIN SAFE BOATING CERTIFICATES. Itis an unnecessary new
restriction on an industry that has not shown a need for any additional restrictions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these issues and please know that we are
available to discuss them at any time.

Sincerely,

John S. Johnson Grant W. Westerson Linda A. Kowalski
Legislative Chair President The Kowalski Group




