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Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, and members of the Committee, 
 
The City of New Haven Planning Department and Office of Sustainability are pleased to have 
the opportunity to comment on Raised Bill 5128, An Act Concerning Certain Revisions to the 
Coastal Zone Management Statutes.  
 
We strongly support this bill as it will ensure that the issue of sea level rise is adequately dealt by 
the state and every coastal municipality in the state. According to the Northeast Climate Impacts 
Assessment, the Northeast has been warming at a rate of nearly 0.5 degrees F per decade since 
1970, with winter temperatures rising at the higher rate of 1.3 degrees F per decade since 1970. It 
is apparent that climate change is already affecting Connecticut and the impacts will grow more 
severe with time. A most concerning effect of climate change is the rising of sea-surface 
temperatures and sea levels, along with the water table level. Even though in the recent past New 
Haven has planned for sea level rise at the local level to some extent, we believe that this is a 
regional issue and requires collaboration and planning at the regional level with participation 
from adjacent coastal municipalities.  
 
We recently updated our Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) document (August, 2010), which was 
officially adopted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Planning for sea-
level rise was one of the components of this plan. However, due to lack of funding opportunities 
to study sea-level rise issues in detail we could not do further research on estimated costs of 
infrastructure damage, depth of the underlying infrastructure, visualization scenarios (to educate 
coastal residents), estimated cost of elevating the properties below sea-level, or the cost of 
building sea-walls, dikes or other defensive structures. Without this research we feel that strong 
recommendations that have a positive impact on the coastal community cannot be proposed.  

In addition to many residential and commercial properties that are threatened by sea level rise, 
there are numerous commercial and industrial properties located in the coastal zone.  In addition 
there is much critical regional infrastructure including an electric generating power plant, much 
of the regional electric distribution grid, a regional waste-water treatment facility, the Northeast 
corridor railroad tracks and I-95 and portions of I-91. 



As you are aware, Hurricane Irene has had a devastating impact on the coastal properties in 
Connecticut including New Haven.  Many of our public parks were hard hit with damage worth 
several millions of dollars due to soil erosion and destruction of park facilities, including lawns, 
paths, landscaping, severely eroded beaches, and destroyed piers.  We were extremely fortunate 
that it had comparatively less impact on our existing residential community in the coastal area.  
However, our residential properties remain extremely vulnerable to coastal flooding threats since 
New Haven is surrounded by three rivers: the West, Mill, and Quinnipiac rivers, and has a large 
harbors which is bounded by West Haven and New Haven, and which drains into Long Island 
Sound. We have at least 850 properties with an elevation of less than 11 feet which are 
susceptible to flooding during major storm events (See attachment A on HMP Update Document, 
page 11-5). Of these, 350 properties are located within the Morris Cove area of the city which 
has had repetitive flooding in the past (See page 4-7 within HMP Update document).  

As a first step, we have revised our city’s floodplain ordinance to address the sea-level rise issue. 
This has recommendations that new constructions be elevated to 11 feet above sea-level. With 
the proposed bill, we can go a step ahead and make policy recommendations for properties 
subject to repetitive flooding. 

We have included supporting documents and technical information in support of our testimony, 
including our most recent Hazard Mitigation Plan Update document and FEMA approval letter. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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