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March 2, 2012

Chairman Edward Meyer
Chairman Richard Roy
Members of the Environment Committee

RE: H.B. 5118 AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECLASSIFICATION OF TRASH-TO-
ENERGY FACILITIES AS CLASS I RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES

Senator Meyer, Representative Roy and members of the Environment Committee: Thank you for
the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 5118.

CRRA joins a diverse group of elected officials, municipal organizations and interest groups that
support this important legislation which would rightfully place the same premium on electricity
generated from Connecticut trash-to-energy facilities as other renewable-fuel generators. In
short, H.B. 5118 will reclassify the energy generated by Connecticut trash-to-energy facilities
and use the extra revenue to benefit Connecticut citizens and businesses.

Roughly 30 years ago our state had the foresight to understand that the practice of landfilling
municipal solid waste (MSW) was unsustainable. Today, thanks to that foresight, Connecticut
will soon have the proud distinction of being the only state with no active garbage landfills. This
remarkable achievement in large part resulted from the commitment made by Connecticut
leaders to trash-to-energy as a means of preserving Connecticut’s environment and public health.

Since 1988, CRRA has been safely and efficiently disposing of its cities’ and towns’ trash by
using it to generate clean electric power at our Mid-Connecticut trash-to-energy facility. This
electricity, sold to local power suppliers, has historically provided nearly half of the revenues
necessary to operate the disposal system; the remaining revenues come mainly from tipping fees.

Connecticut must once again be proactive and forward-looking, and continue to promote
environmentally-preferred solid waste disposal methods. That means Connecticut must again
choose to promote and support trash-to-energy over landfilling. But wholesale natural gas prices,
which heavily influence electric power prices in the Northeast, have bottomed out in recent
months and the U.S. Energy Information Administration projects little change in power prices
through 2013. Because of this dramatic drop in wholesale power prices trash-to-energy is in real
danger of becoming economically unviable. This would result in hundreds of thousands of tons
of solid waste, which we use as fuel to generate power, being buried forever in out-of-state
landfills. This would truly be a waste. Moreover, Connecticut’s citizens and businesses will be
beholden to the states to which it sends its trash, and will be at the mercy of volatile diesel fuel




prices. Long-hauling trash will add fleets of trucks to our already-congested roads, and add
greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants to our air.

This giant step backward in Connecticut’s remarkable progress in managing solid waste can be
stopped with the passage of H.B. 5118. This legislation has many positive attributes. Most
importantly, it rewards the conversion of the energy value inherent in trash to electric power, and
discourages simply burying this fuel source in a landfill. Furthermore, capturing the energy
value in trash to generate electric power negates the need to burn the fossil fuels that would
otherwise have to be burned to generate that energy.

The bill also ensures that anyone who pays for trash disposal — and that’s all of us — realizes its
benefit. Whether a trash-to-energy facility is publicly or privately owned, the economic benefits
of Class 1 status would flow back to cities and towns and, ultimately, our residents and
businesses in the form of stabilized or lowered tipping fees. This would help trash-to-energy
facilities remain competitive with hauling to out-of-state landfills, which would be demonstrably
worse for our environment. Landfilling is the least preferred method of disposal under the
current State Solid Waste Management Plan and governing law. H.B. 5118 would give
municipalities an economic incentive to make the environmentally-superior choice.

Significantly, H.B. 5118 will bring dollars currently being spent with out-of-state renewable
electricity generators back to Connecticut. Currently, Connecticut produces roughly 4 percent of
New England’s Class 1 renewable power, but consumes 20 percent of the region’s Class 1
power. State law requires that Connecticut electric suppliers’ power portfolios include 9 percent
Class 1 renewable power, with that figure increasing to 20 percent by the year 2020. These
suppliers achieve compliance by importing power from Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts
and Vermont. The simple fact is there is not enough homegrown Class 1 renewable power
available to meet Connecticut’s needs, and the projected development of Class 1 generation, as it
is currently defined, is not enough to meet the state’s growing demands.

It is important to note that adding trash-to-energy to Connecticut’s roster of Class 1 renewable
power sources will have no impact on electric ratepayers. Connecticut power suppliers are
already required to purchase Class 1 renewable power and this bill will not change the
Renewable Portfolio Standard requirements. Simply put, dollars being spent out-of-state will
stay home and benefit Connecticut residents and businesses with stable trash disposal costs. If
anything, this may result in a small reduction in our electric bills through the laws of supply and
demand — more Class 1 renewable power on the market may mean a lower price, and those
savings are required to be passed on to the electric consumer.

In closing, CRRA’s mission is to work for — and in — the best interests of the municipalities and
residents of the State of Connecticut in developing and implementing environmentally sound
solutions and best practices for solid waste disposal and recycling management on behalf of our
constituents. As such, it is our duty to strongly support and advocate for the passage of H.B.
5118.

CRRA looks forward to working with the legislature to iron out any remaining details
concerning this vital proposed measure.




