Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, and members of the Environment Committee;
My name is Anthony Colonnese and I live in Easton, CT.
I am here to testify in opposition to Senate Bill #375 as it is currently worded.

I own a gasoline service station located on the Easton Turnpike in Fairfield. The station
is in the Tank Fund as Site #622.

The property has been in my family since the early 1900’s when it was a farm. The
repair garage and gasoline station were built in 1938, nearly 75 years ago.

In 1948, shortly after returning from World War I1, I took over operation of the station. I
operated the station for forty years between 1948 and 1988 when I retired. Since that
time I have leased the station to the current operator.

As a local businessman I was also active in Easton, serving as the 1% Selectman from
1991 to 1997.

As was common many years ago, the underground tanks at my station were owned by
Texaco. Soil and groundwater pollution was first discovered in 1971 when the town was
doing repair work on the sanitary sewers in front of the station. In August 1994 the Town
of Fairfield first applied to the Tank Fund for its costs for the disposal of polluted soil
after more work was done in front of my station.

I have been actively trying to investigate and clean-up the pollution from Texaco’s tank
leaks since 1999. I made my first application to the Tank Fund in November 2001,
Because of my limited resources and the very slow reimbursement, I have only been able
to submit 3 applications. So far I have been reimbursed about $88,300. I have another
application for $66,340 which was approved in August 2011 but I have not yet been paid.

Last summer, I spent the remainder of my savings to remove my existing tanks and pump
island early so that I could complete the excavation of the remaining polluted soil and
meet the milestone deadline in the existing Tank Fund statutes. I spent $160,000 to
remove and replace my tanks ahead of time to get access to the polluted soil and I spent
$166,000 removing the polluted soil and putting clean soil back in. My application for
the $166,000 was submitted in September 2011 but has not yet been reviewed by DEEP.

I would like to continue with the clean-up, but I am very concerned that the Tank Fund
sunset date of September 2014 in this bill will prevent me from completing the clean-up
to the DEEP requirements.

Also, in two years 1 will have to buy private insurance that will not cover my future
clean-up costs. I do not know what the cost of the spill insurance will be, but I do know
that my cost will be passed on to the consumer at the pump.

My station is the only full serve station in the area and T am afraid that the added cost will
not allow the station operator to compete with the larger retailers.




I thank you for your time, and I strongly urge you to reject this bill and to substitute
language into the bill that would pay the existing claims now at 100% and also continue
the Tank Fund for five years so that I may finish the clean-up in accordance with state
regulations. My goal is to pass on a clean piece of property to my family.

Sincerely,

Anthony Colonnese
56 Dogwood Drive
Easton, CT.



