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Senate Bill # 347- AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE'S OPEN SPACE PLAN

The Department of Public Health opposes Senate Bill No. 347.

The department opposes the mandatory inclusion of land owned by water companies in the state’s open
space plan for the following reasons:

1.

The scope of this bill is exceptionally broad. It would apply to the large water companies that own
thousands of acres of pristine land, and it would also apply to water companies such as a
homeowner’s association or a local place of worship. [t is not likely that the intention of this bill is
to capture a parcel upon which a water tank is located, a well lot in a subdivision or the parking lot
of a church in the State’s Open Space Plan, however that would be the consequences of this bill
should it pass.

There are countless acres of municipal water company land that are also used for recreation.
How wouid these dual-use lands be accounted for in the Plan?

The format in which the Open Space Plan will be presented is not specified. Will it quantify open
space or will there be maps which identify actual locations of open space? A public map
containing open space land owned by water companies could become a source of concern within
the water industry. Some water companies choose to publicize their land holdings, whereas
other water companies believe that publishing the locations of their infrastructure poses a public
health and security risk.

There is no indication on how this information will be compiled. Should this task fall to the DPH
as the regulatory authority over water companies, additional staff resources and data collection
capabilities would be required to be allocated to accomplish this task.

The department recognizes that water companies hold and conserve significant amounts of land for the
purposes of public health protection and would advocate for a voluntary system of reporting land holidings
that are consistent with the goals of the Open Space Plan.
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