Testimony by Michael A. Milone
State Committee on Environment
Raised Bill No. 254
Tuesday, March 6, 2012

Honorable Committee Members, my name is Michael A. Milone, | am the Town
Manager for the Town of Cheshire and | am writing in support of Raised Bill No. 254, an Act
Restricting The Application Of Fertilizers That Contain Phosphate. | apologize for being unable
to attend your hearing and presenting my testimony in person and appreciate your

consideration of my comments.

The Town of Cheshire is embarking on a $31.3M upgrade of our Wastewater Treatment
Plant, pending approval by our voters at referendum in November. Approximately $7.2M of
this $31.3M upgrade is associated with phosphorous removal to meet the Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection’s (DEEP) phosphorous removal requirement as part of our

pending National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit approval.

Raised Bill No. 254 is intended to reduce the effect that phosphate runoff has on the
State’s bodies of water by restricting the application of fertilizers that contain phosphate.
While this legislation, if approved, would not eliminate nor reduce our $7.2M estimated capital
expense for phosphorous removal, it has the potential to save Cheshire and other affected

municipalities future operating expenses and possible additional capital costs.

The treatment of phosphorous will require an ongoing purchase of chemicals as part of
this phosphorous reduction process. Consequently, the greater the amount of phosphate
removed from our waterways prior to reaching our treatment plant, the lower our chemical
expenses for the treatment process. Additionally, the State DEEP might eventually lower the
allowable phosphate limits further; if this phosphate reduction can occur through reduction in

runoff, it could likely mitigate future capital expense to retrofit the Treatment Plant.



Since this DEEP phosphorous requirement will have an immediate and unavoidable
Capital and Operating budget impact on our Town, any initiative to limit future additional
phosphorous treatment expenses will be beneficial. Such initiatives would also be

advantageous to all other municipalities financially affected by this requirement.

Consequently, | support Raised Bill No. 254 and thank you for your Committee’s

favorable consideration of this legislation.
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