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March 6, 2012 
 
 
Environment Committee 
Room 3200    
Legislative Office Building  
Hartford, Connecticut 06106  

Re: Comments on Raised Bill No. 254: An Act Restricting the Application of Fertilizers 
that Contain Phosphate  

Distinguished Members of the Environment Committee,   
 
I am writing regarding Raised Bill No. 254: An Act Restricting the Application of Fertilizers 
that Contain Phosphate.  While I understand the intent of this legislation, the language in the 
proposed bill is problematic from an Agricultural standpoint. 
  
Specifically, the wording in Section 1 which states: “any area of ground that is covered 
with any species of grass for two or more growing seasons and that is customarily 
kept mowed” would include, by definition, a hayfield.  
 
This runs counter to our state’s efforts to advance Agricultural and Farming initiatives. 
Connecticut has many productive hayfields; due in large part to its high equine population.   
 
You may consider incorporating the “as-of-right” exemptions specified in Section 22a-40(a) 
and (b) of Chapter 440: Wetlands and Watercourses by reference. Alternately, your 
committee could develop similar language to provide relief to Connecticut’s farms. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of the above points. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Frank C. DeFelice 
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