
February 20, 2012 

 

TO:    State of CT Environmental Committee 

 

FROM: Marion Nero 

  55 Jesse Court 

  Cheshire, CT 06410 

  (203) 272-9193 

 

RE:  SB No. 85 (Raised) an Act Concerning Reservations at Certain State Parks  

 

 

It has come to my attention that the State of CT DEEP is proposing to enact a law (SB 

No. 85) that states campers would be allowed to camp at Hammonasset Beach State Park 

for 21 consecutive days from Memorial Day through Labor Day (for the entire year).  

There has been a general rule in place for the past 40 years which allowed campers to 

camp for a maximum of 21 days and then leave for 5, after that time they could return.  

My husband and I have followed this rule and have enjoyed camping at Hammonasset 

Beach for the past 25 years.  There have been some that have abused this rule but this is 

because people became lax and the rule wasn’t being enforced (from what I understand a 

total of 23 campers).   

 

I am attaching a document that shows camping sites for next year are readily available 

except for the holidays.  We are seniors and enjoy camping with friends and family.  We 

also find that at this point in our lives we have more time to enjoy camping.  This would 

be a hardship on us especially when there are so many sites available throughout the 

camping season.  I could see the basis of this law if the park was full 100% of the time, 

but as I have shown this is not the case.  It seems unfair that the shoreline parks would be 

the only parks with this new rule.  It should also be taken in consideration that the state 

and local businesses in the area will lose income if this rule is put in force. 

 

Is the DEEP honestly going to tell someone they cannot camp because they have reached 

their quota for the year when there are 200 to over 400 sites available?   

 

I feel this is the result of a few people, who for whatever reason, cannot understand that 

even though it is camping and a state park, reservations must be made in advance for a 

popular time of year.   They find out the weather is going to be good and decide to call on 



July 1
st
 to camp for July 4

th  
and then get angry and complain because nothing is 

available.  As the famous quote says “you can’t please all of the people all of the time”, 

this group will still complain even if this rule is put in place.   

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Marion Nero 



 

 

Camping Sites Available For 2012 
At Hammonasset Beach State Park 

 

As of February 18, 2011 the following are the number of sites available for the 2012 

camping season:  Total Number of Camping Sites at Hammonasset - 543 

 

Weekend: May 25 – May 27 (Memorial Day):     0 

 

Midweek: May 28 – May 31       344 

Weekend: June 1 – June 3       407 

 

Midweek: June 4 – June 7       465 

Weekend: June 8 – June 10       417 

 

Midweek: June 11 – June 14       439 

Weekend: June 15 – June 17       358 

 

Midweek: June 18 – June 21       385 

Weekend: June 22 – June 24       225 

 

Midweek: June 25 – June 28       246 

Weekend: June 29 – July 1 (Weekend before 4
th

 of July)    88 

 

Midweek: July 2 – July 5 (Week of 4
th

 of July)    30 

Weekend: July 6 – July 8 (Weekend after 4
th

 of July)   16 

 

Midweek: July 9 – July 12       201 

Weekend: July 13 – July 15       126 

 

Midweek: July 16 – July 19       238 

Weekend: July 20 – July 22       135 

 



Midweek: July 23 – July 26       229 

Weekend: July 27 – July 29       175 

 

Midweek: July 30 – August 2       298 

Weekend: August 3 – August 5      189 

 

Midweek: August 6 – August 9      226 

Weekend: August 10 – August 12      191 

 

Midweek: August 13 – August 16      323 

Weekend: August 17 – August 19      282 

 

Midweek: August 20 – August 23      360 

Weekend: August 24 – August 26      327 

 

Midweek:  August 27 – August 30      391 

Weekend:  August 31 – September 3 (Labor Day Weekend)   133 

 

 

 


