
Dear Environment Committee of the State of Connecticut,  
 

I respectively offer the following the comments regarding proposed Bill No. 84 "An Act 
Concerning Outdoor Wood Furnaces": 

 
1) paragraph (a) definition of "outdoor wood-burning furnace",  I suggest that paragraph 
(a) be replaced with 

 

 "Hydronic Heaters are typically located outside the buildings they heat in small sheds with short 

smokestacks. They burn wood to heat liquid (water or water-antifreeze) that is piped to provide 

heat and hot water to occupied buildings such as homes, barns and greenhouses. However, 

hydronic heaters may be located indoors and they may use other biomass as fuel (such as corn or 

wood pellets)." 
 

This definition is from the United States Environmental Protection Agency's website called 

"Burnwise" 
http://www.epa.gov/burnwise/woodboilers.html  
 
Since the USEPA is the creator of the Phase II program which is used to certify Hydronic 

Heaters [the term the EPA uses to refer to Outdoor Wood Boilers (OWBs), Outdoor 
Wood Furnaces (OWFs)], The State of Connecticut should be consistent with the USEPA 
in its description and definition of wood fired boilers which are used for residential and 

small commercial heating applications.  
 

2) paragraph 2 (A) "distance to residence not serviced",   I suggest the following changes: 
 two hundred feet to the property line of a residence, or business not serviced by the 
Hydronic Heater.  In the case where case where nearby structures not serviced by the 
Hydronic Heater are schools, daycare facilities, nurseries, nursing homes or medical 
facilities the distance from the Hydronic Heater to the property line should be no less 
than five hundred (500) feet. 
 
3) Paragraph (C) "permissable fuels", I suggest the following additional language "wood 

that has not been chemically treated; and has been split and seasoned so that the 
moisture content is less than twenty percent (20%). 
 
sincerely, 
 

Gary Mastroeni 
4932 Cedarvale Road 

Syracuse, New York   13215 
(315) 468-5601 
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