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                                AN ACT CONCERNING OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACES  
 
Senator Ed Meyer, Representative Richard Roy, and Members of the  Environment 
Committee:   
 
My name is David Brown. I am a Public Health Toxicologist and I live in Westport, CT 
 

It is difficult not to see this bill as a triumph of a few state legislators, the agricultural lobby, the state 

department of agriculture, the Connecticut business community and the consultants of aggressive wood 

boiler manufacturers ---  over the health and safety of persons in Connecticut.  Numerous Connecticut 

people and agencies have presented documented evidence of the damage to health from the emissions 

from the incomplete burning of wood that takes place in outdoor wood boilers.  

This bill should be passed, but in doing so, the legislature should acknowledge that it is abandoning any 

responsibility to those whose homes are made unsafe during the other 8 months of the year when these 

outdoor wood furnaces are basically unregulated in a way that could possibly be construed as protecting 

health.   With the exception of the 17 towns that have banned outdoor wood furnaces,  every 

Connecticut State Agency as well as many local health departments – have by their in-actions, condoned 

a known direct menace to health.  This has happened even though there are many cases of illness that 

have been documented and attributed to outdoor wood furnace exposures by the medical community.   

Outdoor wood boilers have been linked to a death from inhalation of wood smoke emissions from a 

neighboring outdoor wood furnace that infiltrated her house at night. As well, outdoor wood smoke 

emissions have been linked to numerous debilitating health conditions in many other families.  The 

damage to health from the emissions of wood burning furnaces – both in and outside of houses -- have 

been documented in dozens of peer reviewed scientific publications authored by numerous health 

scientists. There is not a single peer reviewed publication on the safety from emissions of OWFs/OWBS.   

Outdoor wood burners have been documented to emit several times as much smoke as even the 

poorest operating indoor wood burning stove.  A long delayed report released in the last year from the 

EPA laboratories show that OWBs are the largest emitters of carbon monoxide in the residential 

communities where they are operating.  In the decades since the sale of these devices the 

manufacturers and EPA failed to even test for carbon monoxide although it is known to be the most 

toxic gas known to come from incomplete combustion from wood. 

The legislature has a moral obligation to direct CT State Agencies as well as the Governor’s office to 

issue warnings to the communities where unsafe practices are taking place and where the state is not 

acting due to budget or political constraints.  Neither the State Health Department nor the Department 

of Energy and Environmental Protection are capable, due to budget constraints, of implementing any 



action to protect the victims of outdoor wood burning.  In tragic contrast the State Department of 

Agriculture is promoting burning wood in OWBs. 

Instead of warning the victims of outdoor wood furnaces --- the state has placed insurmountable 

barriers to people’s ability to even document the hazards in their homes.  This is because the State 

Agencies have instituted policies that refuse to consider any photographs taken by the victims, any 

videos, and testimony of odors about the presence of heavy smoke around or in homes. Instead the CT 

State Agencies have required prohibitively expensive consultant conducted EPA air testing protocols or 

“on site visual inspections” during the working day by trained state or local health or environmental 

inspectors.  Although this is the policy in Connecticut, the highest hazards from wood smoke emissions 

from OWFs/ OWBs take place during the night and early morning when government employees are not 

at work. 

I recommend that this bill be passed but with a clear public acknowledgement that its passage does not 

protect or address the human health hazard from any such wood burning devices present during the 

other months of the year. As well, because of the inherent dangers of OWFs/OWBs --- it is critical that 

towns retain the right to ban them during the entire 12 months of the year. 

David R. Brown Sc.D.   Public Health Toxicologist    Westport, CT  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


