These are only some of the reasons I oppose this bill:

Only 1% of Connecticut residents hunt. Wildlife watchers, hikers, mountain bikers, dog walkers,
and horseback riders outnumber hunters in Connecticut by 29 to 1 and outspend them by seven
to one, contributing more than $500 million dollars to the state's economy annually, (Source: The
United States Fish and Wildlife Service). The overwhelming majority of people do not participate
in hunting, and have only one day a week during hunting season when they can use the
outdoors safely without the threat of bullets or arrows. Hunters already have four and a half
months to hunt deer each year in Connecticut — more than 100 days of recreational deer hunting
at six days each week. Farmers can obtain deer depredation permits to kill deer throughout the
year. There is no compelling reason to disrupt this longstanding tradition to appease a tiny
minority. Please allow residents to feel safe in their own backyards at least one day a week,
knowing that throughout the week, hunting may be done without their knowledge because
bowhunting is silent and deadly, PLUS notification of neighbors is NOT required!

Sunday hunting will endanger public safety. Arrows (and bullets) know no boundaries and pose
public safety hazards to anyone who is in a large radius of the hunter. Further, domestic
animals, such as dogs and horses, are sometimes mistaken for game animals. Thus, expanding
recreational opportunities for hunters diminishes opportunities for hikers, horseback riders, bird
watchers, and many others.

Further, bow-hunting is one of the most inhumane forms of hunting because it results in
unacceptably high crippling rates —a high proportion of deer are wounded even when the most
sophisticated forms of archery are used. (citations: Gregory 2005, Nixon et. al 2001, Moen 1989,
Cada 1988, Boydston and Gore 1987, Langenau 1986, Gladfelter 1983, Stormer et. al, 1979,
Downing)

For every deer dragged out by hunters, another one is never retrieved and may linger and suffer
from hours, days, weeks, even up to a year, slowly dying of infection, starvation, etc.
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