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I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  the	
  Chairman	
  and	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Environment	
  committee	
  for	
  
hearing	
  my	
  testimony	
  today.	
  Today	
  I	
  sit	
  before	
  you	
  and	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  support	
  
S.B.	
  No.	
  83:	
  An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  Sunday	
  Bow	
  Hunting	
  under	
  Certain	
  
Circumstances.	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
  I	
  could	
  walk,	
  my	
  father	
  raised	
  me	
  outside.	
  I	
  started	
  by	
  fishing	
  for	
  sunnies	
  in	
  
small	
  ponds	
  and	
  looking	
  for	
  shed	
  antlers.	
  As	
  I	
  grew	
  older	
  I	
  began	
  fishing	
  inshore	
  and	
  
offshore,	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  couple	
  years,	
  hunting	
  with	
  my	
  own	
  weapon	
  alongside	
  of	
  my	
  
father.	
  Unlike	
  most	
  youth	
  nowadays,	
  I	
  never	
  was	
  inside	
  playing	
  video	
  and	
  computer	
  
games.	
  Instead,	
  I	
  would	
  build	
  forts	
  outside,	
  enjoy	
  nature	
  walks	
  and	
  sportsman	
  
recreation.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  was	
  also	
  raised	
  eating	
  wild	
  animals,	
  such	
  as	
  venison	
  meat,	
  wild	
  turkey,	
  boar,	
  and	
  
waterfowl.	
  Today	
  I	
  am	
  testifying	
  to	
  express	
  my	
  support	
  for	
  S.B.	
  No.	
  83.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  past	
  year	
  was	
  my	
  first	
  year	
  hunting	
  with	
  a	
  bow	
  and	
  arrow.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  most	
  
challenging	
  sport	
  I	
  have	
  tried.	
  With	
  my	
  father	
  as	
  my	
  coach,	
  I	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  
skills	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  successful	
  bow	
  hunter	
  very	
  quickly,	
  however,	
  it	
  is	
  truly	
  a	
  sport.	
  It	
  
requires	
  passion	
  and	
  dedication	
  to	
  keep	
  an	
  accurate	
  shot.	
  The	
  reason	
  why	
  I	
  
support	
  bow	
  hunting	
  is	
  because	
  the	
  challenge	
  of	
  the	
  sport	
  develops	
  some	
  of	
  
the	
  most	
  dedicated	
  and	
  safe	
  hunters.	
  	
  
	
  
Hunting	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  primitive	
  sports	
  in	
  the	
  world.	
  Over	
  centuries	
  it	
  has	
  
evolved	
  from	
  being	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  survival,	
  into	
  a	
  family	
  tradition	
  and	
  now	
  a	
  sport.	
  With	
  
that	
  being	
  said,	
  let	
  me	
  enforce	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  hunting	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  
stereotype	
  of	
  slaughtering	
  animals,	
  but	
  rather	
  about	
  the	
  challenge,	
  
anticipation,	
  and	
  excitement	
  of	
  being	
  surrounded	
  by	
  nature	
  and	
  being	
  in	
  that	
  
animals	
  territory;	
  consequently,	
  allowing	
  the	
  hunter	
  to	
  harvest	
  an	
  animal	
  to	
  
feed	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  family	
  and	
  conserve	
  nature.	
  	
  
	
  
Most	
  hunters	
  hunt	
  all	
  season	
  long	
  just	
  to	
  harvest	
  one	
  deer.	
  It	
  is	
  truly	
  a	
  challenge.	
  
Having	
  an	
  extra	
  day	
  of	
  hunting	
  will	
  allow	
  hunters	
  an	
  additional	
  day	
  each	
  week	
  to	
  
harvest	
  more	
  deer.	
  As	
  a	
  student,	
  I	
  usually	
  can	
  only	
  hunt	
  on	
  the	
  weekends,	
  allowing	
  
me	
  one,	
  or	
  maybe	
  two	
  days,	
  of	
  hunting	
  each	
  week.	
  This	
  past	
  season,	
  I	
  hunted	
  14	
  
days	
  before	
  I	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  harvest	
  my	
  first	
  deer.	
  If	
  I	
  had	
  an	
  additional	
  day	
  of	
  hunting,	
  
I	
  would	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  better	
  chance	
  to	
  harvest	
  more	
  deer,	
  more	
  quickly.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  meat	
  from	
  my	
  deer	
  was	
  packaged	
  and	
  frozen	
  to	
  provide	
  my	
  household	
  with	
  
food	
  throughout	
  the	
  winter.	
  Additionally,	
  I	
  gave	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  the	
  meat	
  away	
  to	
  family	
  and	
  



friends	
  for	
  their	
  enjoyment	
  and	
  use.	
  A	
  deer	
  can	
  feed	
  a	
  family	
  for	
  a	
  while,	
  however,	
  
having	
  more	
  meat	
  in	
  the	
  freezer	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  resource	
  to	
  use	
  throughout	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  conservation	
  perspective,	
  I	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  support	
  S.	
  B.	
  No.	
  83	
  
from	
  a	
  traditional	
  and	
  practical	
  perspective.	
  Hunting	
  is	
  a	
  tradition	
  that	
  my	
  father	
  
has	
  passed	
  down	
  to	
  me,	
  and	
  one	
  that	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  teach	
  my	
  children	
  one	
  day.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  
about	
  killing	
  animals,	
  but	
  rather	
  respecting	
  the	
  nature	
  we	
  are	
  surrounded	
  by	
  
and	
  using	
  nature’s	
  resources	
  to	
  survive.	
  	
  
	
  
Please	
  remember	
  that	
  allowing	
  Sunday	
  hunting	
  will	
  allow	
  more	
  children	
  to	
  
hunt	
  with	
  their	
  parents,	
  enjoy	
  nature,	
  and	
  learn	
  to	
  respect	
  it.	
  If	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  for	
  
weekend	
  hunting,	
  I	
  would	
  never	
  have	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  dedicate	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  learn	
  to	
  
hunt.	
  Hunting	
  is	
  a	
  skill	
  that	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  taught	
  and	
  passed	
  on	
  by	
  people.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  
usually	
  something	
  that	
  youth	
  can	
  read	
  about	
  and	
  teach	
  themselves.	
  Connecticut	
  
needs	
  to	
  preserve	
  and	
  expand	
  on	
  the	
  hunting	
  industry	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  engage	
  more	
  
hunters	
  and	
  pass	
  on	
  this	
  natural	
  tradition.	
  Having	
  Sunday’s	
  to	
  bow	
  hunt	
  will	
  
encourage	
  more	
  hunters	
  to	
  try	
  bow	
  hunting	
  and	
  bring	
  more	
  children	
  outside.	
  	
  


